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Urban: Open Mosaic Habitats Management Prescriptions Overview UR-F01 
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Urban: Open Mosaic Habitats Species Lists (UR-T03) 

Provide a detailed species list for the habitat to be created 

Common Name Scientific Name Abundance / % Comments 

N/A    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

 

Other Supporting Information 

Supporting Information (UR-B02) 

Please use this space to provide any additional information where relevant. 
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What Does Success Look Like? (UR-F01) 

 

Example of a freshly-created south-facing linear depression/swale, with a corresponding linear bund to the right. Note that the example shown here is deeper than would likely be created at Staythorpe Power Station, 
but nonetheless shows how a south-facing linear habitat parcel can be exploited to create sloping banks of substrate both on the batters of the depression/swale itself and the corresponding bund/mound. 
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Example of a crescent-shaped ‘dune’ feature: created from a depression cut into PFA substrate with a corresponding PFA mound.  
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Further examples of crescent-shaped PFA ‘dune’ features.  
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Crescent-shaped PFA ‘dune’ features in subsequent years, showing retarded vegetation colonisation on mound-tops.    
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Ponds 

Creation, Enhancement and Management Summary (PO-T01) 

Provide details of the approach to delivering each of the targeted condition criteria and habitat. Conditions from Statutory Biodiversity Metric habitat condition assessment sheets – Sheet 18. Pond 

Target Habitat: Ponds (non-priority) 

Condition Assessment Criteria Targeted Relevant 
Parcels 

Creation Approach Enhancement Approach Management Approach 

A The pond is of good water quality, with clear 
water (low turbidity) indicating no obvious 
signs of pollution. Turbidity is acceptable if 
the pond is grazed by livestock. 

Yes P1, P2 & 
P3 

N/A N/A All ponds P1 – P3 will be monitored for 
changes to water quality, with any obvious 
changes communicated to the monitoring 
ecologist, and an investigation conducted. 

B There is semi-natural habitat (moderate 
distinctiveness or above) completely 
surrounding the pond, for at least 10 m from 
the pond edge for its entire perimeter. 

Yes P1, P2 & 
P3 

N/A N/A Ponds P1 – P3 will retain a pass in this 
criterion. No removal or diminution of habitat 
within the 10m pond perimeter that could 
compromise this criterion. 

C Less than 10% of the water surface is 
covered with duckweed Lemna spp. or 
filamentous algae. 

Yes P1, P2 & 
P3 

N/A N/A All ponds P1 – P3 will be monitored for 
changes to duckweed Lemna spp. or 
filamentous algae coverage, with any obvious 
changes communicated to the monitoring 
ecologist, and an investigation conducted. 
Note that greater duckweed Spirodela 
polyrhiza is recognised by the 
Nottinghamshire Rare Plants Register as 
being uncommon and localised, and should 
not be removed where present.  

D The pond is not artificially connected to 
other waterbodies, such as agricultural 
ditches or artificial pipework. 

Yes P1, P2 & 
P3 

N/A N/A No new agricultural ditches or artificial 
pipework will be constructed which could 
connect ponds P1 – P3 to other waterbodies. 

E Pond water levels can fluctuate naturally 
throughout the year. No obvious artificial 
dams, pumps or pipework. 

Yes P2 & P3 N/A N/A No new artificial dams, pumps or pipework 
will be constructed which could alter water 
levels in P2 and P3. 

F There is an absence of listed non-native 
plant and animal species. 

Yes P1, P2 & 
P3 

N/A N/A Any invasive species which establish within 
P1 – P3 will be eradicated. 



STAYTHORPE EIA APPENDIX 10D                                                                                                                                                                        

PAGE | 139 
BIODIVERSITY NET GAIN - HABITAT MANAGEMENT AND MONITORING PLAN 

 

Contents Planned Management Activities Project Background Monitoring Schedule 

G The pond is not artificially stocked with fish. 
If the pond naturally contains fish, it is a 
native fish assemblage at low densities. 

Yes P1, P2 & 
P3 

N/A N/A No fish will be deliberately introduced to P1 – 
P3. 

H Emergent, submerged or floating plants 
(excluding duckweed)3 cover at least 50% of 
the pond area which is less than 3 m deep 
(only applicable to non-woodland ponds). 

Yes P1, P2 & 
P3 

N/A Clearance of trees as outlined in the 
enhancement for Criterion H below for P1 and 
P2 is expected to reduce over-shading and 
allow the aquatic plant species coverage to 
develop a cover of at least 50%. 

The ongoing tree clearance outlined below for 
the management of Criterion H is expected to 
maintain a pass in this criterion for ponds P1 
– P3.  

I The pond surface of is no more than 50% 
shaded by adjacent trees and scrub (only 
applicable to non-woodland ponds). 

Yes P1, P2 & 
P3 

N/A P1 and P2 will have their bankside tree cover 
thinned to allow for more light to reach the 
surface of the ponds, achieving <50% 
shading. These trees form part of TL1 and TL2, 
so will be thinned without creating gaps in the 
canopy >5m which could compromise the 
condition of these tree-lines.  

Bankside trees will be felled/pollarded/ 
coppiced as required around ponds P1 – P3 to 
maintain shading of the water below 50%. 

 

Additional Management Prescriptions (PO-B01) 

Please use this space to detail any additional management measures to be conducted along with the above measures. These may for example include (but are not limited to) measures specifically relating to the 
presence of protected species or may be additional measures that are in support of local nature recovery targets and, or, planning policy. 
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Ponds 

Creation, Enhancement and Management Detailed Methods (PO-T02) 

Provide detailed prescriptions for the creation and management of the habitat. 

Action  Relevant 
Parcels 

Timing Prescriptions 

Tree clearance 

 

P1 – P3 Winter Y1 P1 and P2 will have their bankside tree/shrub cover thinned to allow for more light to reach the surface of the ponds, achieving 
<50% shading. Where these trees/shrubs form part of TL1 and TL2, they will be thinned without creating new gaps in the tree 
canopy >5m. Where necessary, trees can be pollarded so as to avoid creating significant canopy gaps, and to retain higher value 
trees such as mature trees. 

Tree management 

 

P1 – P3 Winter (as required) Trees and shrubs will be thinned/coppiced/pollarded along the banks of all ponds P1 – P3 as required, so that shading of the ponds 
does not exceed 50%. Thinning will not create new canopy gaps >5m in TL1 or TL2. Where necessary, trees can be pollarded so as 
to avoid creating significant canopy gaps, and to retain higher value trees such as mature trees. It is noted that some coppicing 
along the banks of P3 is likely to be required relatively soon due to significant shrub growth along its banks. 

Invasive species removal 

 

P1 – P3 All times Any invasive species that are identified within the ponds will be eradicated. For some species, this may require specialist removal 
or appropriate timing, as advised by a suitably qualified ecologist.  
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Ponds Species Lists (PO-T03) 

Provide a detailed species list for the habitat to be created 

Common Name Scientific Name Abundance / % Comments 

N/A    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

 

Other Supporting Information 

Supporting Information (PO-B02) 

Please use this space to provide any additional information where relevant. 
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What Does Success Look Like? (PO-F01) 

 

The shrub cover at the margins of this pond (left and foreground) is young and intermittent and is not yet shading out macrophyte vegetation at the pond margins. The more mature trees on the left/north are set back 
from the pond banks so that they are not overshading the pond. 
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Vegetation includes marginal plant communities (bright green in foreground) and emergent species of open-water (mid-ground). The scrub-covered island in the background is inaccessible, which prevents 
management but also provides a refuge for breeding birds. 
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Lowland Meadows 

Creation, Enhancement and Management Detailed Methods (GH1-T02) 

Provide detailed prescriptions for the creation and management of the habitat. 

Action  Relevant 
Parcels 

Timing Prescriptions 

Annual hay cut 

 

LM1 Annually – mid/late July The grassland sward will be permitted to grow into a tall hay crop annually, with this being subject to a ‘hay cut’ in late June during 
dry weather conditions. The grassland will be cut to approximately 5cm and the ‘hay’ left for 3-7 days to dry and drop seed. 
Following this, the arisings must be removed from the grassland, where they can be composted or used for hay. The use of 
fertilisers and weedkiller (excluding invasive species treatments) will be strictly prohibited. 

Scarifying LM1 Annually – Autumn/Winter Should bare ground within LM1 fall below 1% coverage across the parcel, a scarifying rake will be run over the grassland until 1-5% 
bare ground is achieved.  

Aftermath mowing 

 

LM1 As required - Autumn/Winter A second hay cut will be undertaken in September, i.e. taking a ‘double-cut’,25  to improve herb diversity and suppress vigorous 
grasses such as false oat-grass Arrhenatherum elatius, with all arisings removed as described above.  

Invasive species removal 

 

LM1 As required. Any invasive species which become established within the grassland will be removed as soon as they are identified, such as 
through hand-pulling of Himalayan balsam before the plants seed, or the use of selective weedkiller (e.g. via weedwipe). For some 
species, this may require specialist removal or appropriate timing, as advised by a suitably qualified ecologist. 

 

Other Supporting Information 

Supporting Information (GH1-B02) 

Please use this space to provide any additional information where relevant. 

 

 

 

25 Floodplain Meadows Partnership. Working With Seasonal Growth On Floodplain Meadows. https://floodplainmeadows.org.uk/keep-updated/news/working-seasonal-growth-floodplain-meadows  
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Example of lowland meadow where key indicator species (e.g. greater burnet Sanguisorba officinalis) are visible throughout the sward. 
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Example of lowland meadow where key indicator species (e.g. common knapweed Centaurea nigra) are visible throughout the sward. 
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Other Neutral Grassland 

Creation, Enhancement and Management Summary (GH2-T01) 

Provide details of the approach to delivering each of the targeted condition criteria and habitat. Conditions from Statutory Biodiversity Metric habitat condition assessment sheets – Sheet 6. Grassland Med High and V. 
High. 

Target Habitat Other neutral grassland (excluding created areas in former arable C1 – C4) 

Condition Assessment Criteria Targeted Relevant 
Parcels 

Creation Approach Enhancement Approach Management Approach 

A The parcel represents a good example of its 
habitat type, with a consistently high 
proportion of characteristic indicator 
species present relevant to the specific 
habitat type.  

Note – this criterion is essential for 
achieving Moderate or Good condition for 
non-acid grassland types only. 

Yes ONG1, 
ONG2, 
ONG3, 
ONG4, 
ONG5, 
ONG6, 
ONG7, 
ONG10, 
ONG11, 
ONG12, 
ONG14, 
ONG15, 
ONG18, 
ONG20, 
ONG23 

Prior to use as temporary laydown areas, 
other neutral grassland to be recreated (e.g. 
within parcels ONG5, ONG7, ONG11, 
ONG12, ONG14, ONG15) will be protected 
such as through the application of a sheet 
membrane that could be topped with 
aggregate (such as Type 1 MOT and road 
planings), and then removed following 
cessation of laydown uses. Following use for 
laydown, and prior to restoration, these areas 
will be assessed for their sward condition. If 
>30% bare ground is present within the 
sward, the grassland will be inoculated with 
green hay, ideally collected from a suitable 
appropriate local donor Site (such as LM1 for 
floodplain areas). Failing this, a suitable 
proprietary seed mix will be used. 

Other neutral grassland to subjected to 
‘temporary loss’, namely ONG6, ONG18, 
ONG20 and ONG22 should also follow this 
creation approach if necessary.  

The sward of all enhanced neutral grassland 
parcels (e.g. ONG2, ONG4, ONG6, ONG10, 
ONG12, ONG18, ONG20, ONG22) will be cut 
using traditional cut-and-take meadow 
management, with arisings collected and 
removed. This is expected to restore/enhance 
the grassland towards a more species-rich 
semi-improved grassland type, similar to the 
depauperate example of MG4 NVC type (for 
’washlands’ areas that are likely to be subject 
to periodic inundation), or MG5 NVC type (for 
drier non-inundation areas). 

A second hay cut may be undertaken in 
September, with all arisings removed as 
described above, especially for damper 
washlands/floodplain grassland areas 
(ONG1- ONG6 & ONG10). 

 

The enhancement approach is considered an 
appropriate management approach, to 
maintain a pass in parcels ONG1, ONG3, 
ONG5 (retained area), ONG7 (retained area), 
ONG14 (retained area) and ONG23. 

 

The enhancement approach is also 
considered an appropriate management 
approach for parcels ONG2, ONG4, ONG5 
(recreated portion), ONG6 (recreated 
portion), ONG7 (recreated portion), ONG10, 
ONG11, ONG12, ONG14 (recreated portion), 
ONG15, ONG18, ONG20 and ONG22 once 
this criterion is achieved. 

 

 

B Sward height is varied (at least 20% of the 
sward is less than 7 cm and at least 20%  is 
more than 7 cm) creating microclimates 
which provide opportunities for insects, 
birds and small mammals to live and breed.  

Yes ONG23 N/A N/A Portions of retained parcel ONG23 will be left 
uncut on rotation, to leave at least 20% >7cm 
in height and 20% <7cm in height. 

Criterion B is not specifically targeted for any 
other neutral grassland parcel, and it is 
assumed failed, as a consistent cut and take 
regime is deemed as more beneficial for 
reducing fertility. 
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However, this criterion is likely to remain 
passed in parcels where it is already being 
achieved. Furthermore, should a desirable 
sward be achieved in the future, then portions 
of the sward of target parcels could be left 
uncut on rotation, to leave at least 20% >7cm 
in height. 

C Cover of bare ground between 1% and 5%, 
including localised areas, for example, 
rabbit warrens. 

Yes ONG1, 
ONG2, 
ONG3, 
ONG4, 
ONG5, 
ONG6, 
ONG7, 
ONG10, 
ONG11, 
ONG12, 
ONG14, 
ONG15, 
ONG18, 
ONG20, 
ONG23 

Following sowing, re-created habitat (such as 
ONG5, ONG7, ONG11, ONG12, ONG14, 
ONG15) and temporarily lost habitat (such as 
ONG6, ONG18, ONG20 and ONG22) will be 
subjected to the scarifying regime outlined 
within the enhancement approach for this 
criterion 

Parcels ONG1 and ONG2, will be run over 
with a scarifying rake to mimic the action of 
livestock trampling, typically seen in autumn 
aftermath grazing. The scarifying rake will be 
undertaken until 1-5% bare ground is exposed 
within the grassland. 

A targeted scheme of eradication for 
Himalayan balsam will also be undertaken on 
ONG2, where this species is established. 

The enhancement approach (set out in the 
preceding column) is considered an 
appropriate management approach, to 
maintain a pass in parcels ONG1, ONG3, 
ONG4, ONG5 (retained area), ONG6, ONG7 
(retained area), ONG10, ONG14 (retained 
area), ONG20, ONG22 and ONG23. 

The enhancement approach is also 
considered an appropriate management 
approach for parcels ONG2, ONG5, 
(recreated portion), ONG7 (recreated 
portion), ONG11, ONG12, ONG14 (recreated 
portion), ONG15 and ONG18 once this 
criterion is achieved. 

D Cover of bracken Pteridium aquilinum less 
than 20% and cover of scrub (including 
bramble) less than 5%. 

Yes ONG1, 
ONG2, 
ONG3, 
ONG4, 
ONG5, 
ONG6, 
ONG7, 
ONG10, 
ONG11, 
ONG12, 
ONG14, 
ONG15, 
ONG18, 
ONG20 

Application of the cut-and-take meadow 
management regime is expected to prevent 
the establishment of scrub within re-created 
habitat (such as ONG5, ONG7, ONG11, 
ONG12, ONG14, ONG15) and temporarily 
lost habitat (such as ONG6, ONG18 ONG20, 
ONG22). 

Application of the cut-and-take meadow 
management regime is expected to revert the 
spread of bramble within ONG4. 

Bracken is not present within any other 
neutral grassland parcel and is not expected 
to be present. 

The enhancement approach (set out in the 
preceding column) is considered an 
appropriate management approach, to 
maintain a pass in parcels ONG1, ONG2, 
ONG3, ONG5 (retained area), ONG6, ONG7 
(retained area), ONG10, ONG14 (retained 
area), ONG18 and ONG22. 

The enhancement approach is also 
considered an appropriate management 
approach for parcels ONG4, ONG5, ONG7 
(recreated portion), ONG11, ONG12, ONG14 
(recreated portion) and ONG15 once this 
criterion is achieved. 

E Combined cover of species indicative of 
suboptimal condition and physical damage 

Yes ONG1, 
ONG3, 

Undesirable species may initially establish 
within re-created ONG5, ONG7, ONG11, 

The sward will be cut under traditional cut-
and-take meadow management, with arisings 

The enhancement approach (set out in the 
preceding column) is considered an 
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(such as excessive poaching, damage from 
machinery use or storage, damaging levels 
of access, or any other damaging activities) 
accounts for less than 5% of total area. 

If any invasive non-native species (as listed 
on Schedule 9 of WCA) are present, this 
criterion is automatically failed. 

ONG4, 
ONG5, 
ONG7, 
ONG10, 
ONG11, 
ONG12, 
ONG14, 
ONG15, 
ONG18, 
ONG20, 
ONG22 

ONG12, and temporarily lost ONG18, 
ONG20, ONG22 however entry of these areas 
into meadow management is expected to 
arrest and reverse such a spread over time.  

The parcel will also need to be monitored for 
invasive species during this establishment 
period, and these eradicated (e.g. via hand-
pulling of Himalayan balsam) as soon as they 
are identified. 

collected and removed. This is expected to 
reduce the prevalence of undesirable species 
over time until this criterion is met for target 
parcels ONG1, ONG7 (retained area), 
ONG18, ONG20, ONG22. 

A targeted scheme of eradication for 
Himalayan balsam will also be undertaken on 
ONG1, where this species is established. 

appropriate management approach, to 
maintain a pass in parcels, ONG3, ONG4, 
ONG5 (retained area) and ONG10. 

The enhancement approach is also 
considered an appropriate management 
approach for parcels, ONG1, ONG5, ONG7 
(recreated portion), ONG11, ONG12, ONG14, 
ONG15, ONG18, ONG20 and ONG22 once 
this criterion is achieved. 

F There are 10 or more vascular plant species 
per m2 present, including forbs that are 
characteristic of the habitat type. 

Note – this criterion is essential for 
achieving Good condition for non-acid 
grassland types only. 

Yes ONG1, 
ONG3, 
ONG7, 
ONG10, 
ONG11, 
ONG12, 
ONG14, 
ONG15, 
ONG18, 
ONG20, 
ONG22 

The creation approach outlined for Criterion 
A, followed by long term meadow 
management within the enhancement 
approach for Criterion F, is expected to pass 
this criterion for recreated ONG7, ONG11, 
ONG12 and temporarily lost ONG18, ONG20, 
ONG22. 

The sward will be cut under traditional 
meadow management, with arisings 
removed. Removal of arisings is expected to 
gradually reduce the fertility of the sward, and 
increase the species diversity over time, until 
this criterion is achieved for target parcels 
ONG1, ONG3, ONG7 (retained area), ONG10, 
ONG18, ONG20, ONG22.  

 

 

The enhancement approach (set out in the 
preceding column) is considered an 
appropriate management approach for 
parcels ONG1, ONG3, ONG7 (whole parcel), 
ONG10, ONG12, ONG14 (recreated portion), 
ONG15, ONG18, ONG20, ONG22 once this 
criterion is achieved. 

 

Additional Management Prescriptions (GH2-B01) 

Please use this space to detail any additional management measures to be conducted along with the above measures. These may for example include (but are not limited to) measures specifically relating to the 
presence of protected species or may be additional measures that are in support of local nature recovery targets and, or, planning policy. 




