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What Does Success Look Like? (SC-F01) 

  

Scrub with well-developed ‘saum’ (interface between scrub and grassland/tall forbs)  
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Scrub showing variation in species, size, maturity, and density. 
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Woodland 

Creation, Enhancement and Management Summary (WO-T01) 

Provide details of the approach to delivering each of the targeted condition criteria and habitat. Conditions from Statutory Biodiversity Metric habitat condition assessment sheets – Sheet 24. Woodland 

For each condition row, delete the condition targets that aren’t being targeted as necessary. 

Target Habitat: Other woodland; broadleaved 

Condition Assessment Criteria Target 
Score 

Relevant 
Parcels 

Creation Approach Enhancement Approach Management Approach 

A Age 
distribution 
of trees 

Three age classes present 2 W1a, W1c, 
W2, W3, 
W5 

N/A Woodland within parcels W1a and W1c 
will be enhanced through a targeted 
scheme of tree thinning and felling, 
which will open up to 20% open space 
within each parcel.  

Ongoing tree felling will conducted 
during winter months to diversify age 
ranges within each parcel within 
retained W2, W3 and W5, and 
enhanced W1a and W1c.  

Two age classes present 

One age class present 

B Wild, 
domestic 
and feral 
herbivore 
damage 

No significant browsing damage evident in 
woodland 

3 W1a, W1c, 
W2, W3, 
W5 

N/A N/A At present, no significant browsing 
pressure has been identified within 
any of the woodland parcels. This is 
not expected to change, and will be 
maintained within parcels W1a, 
W1c, W2, W3, W5, albeit a deer 
deterrent or exclusion may be 
needed as a remedial measure.  

Evidence of significant browsing pressure is 
present in 40% or less of whole woodland 

Evidence of significant browsing pressure is 
present in 40% or more of whole woodland  

C Invasive 
plant species 

No invasive species present in woodland 3 W1a, W1c, 
W2, W5 

N/A Himalayan balsam and cherry laurel will 
be eradicated from W1a and W1c.  

Any invasive species which establish 
within W1a, W1c, W2 or W5 are to 
be eradicated. Rhododendron Rhododendrion ponticum or 

cherry laurel Prunus laurocerasus not present, 
other invasive species <10% cover 

Rhododendron or laurel present, or other invasive 
species) 10% cover 

D Number of 
native trees 
species 

Five or more native tree or shrub species found 
across woodland parcel 

3 W1a, W1c, 
W2, W3, 
W5 

N/A N/A Five or more native tree species are 
found across parcels W1a, W1c, 
W2, W3 and, W5, and this is not 
expected to change.  

Three to four native tree or shrub species found 
across woodland parcel 

Two or less native tree or shrub species present 
across woodland parcel 
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E Cover of 
native tree 
and shrub 
species 

>80% of canopy trees and >80% of understorey 
shrubs are native 

3 W1a, W1c, 
W2, W3, 
W5 

  >80% of canopy trees and >80% of 
understorey shrubs are native 
across parcels W1a, W1c, W2, W3 
and, W5, and this is not expected to 
change. 

50 – 80% of canopy trees and 50-80% of 
understorey shrubs are native 

<50% of canopy trees and <50% understorey 
shrubs are native 

F Open space 
within 
woodland 

10-20% of woodland has areas of temporary open 
space. 

Unless woodland <10ha in which case 0-20% 
temporary open space is permitted. 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

21-40% of woodland has areas of temporary open 
space 

<10% or >40% of woodland has areas of 
temporary open space. 

But if woodland <10ha has <10% temporary open 
space, please see Good category. 

G Woodland 
regeneration 

All three classes present in woodland; trees 4-
7cm Diameter at Breast Height (DBH), saplings 
and seedlings or advanced coppice regrowth 

2 W1a, W1c, 
W2, W3, 
W5 

N/A It is hoped that woodland clearance 
within parcels W1a and W1c will 
encourage woodland regeneration within 
cleared areas. However, some level of 
planting may be required due to the 
infertile PFA substrate. 

Ongoing regular felling works will 
work to encourage regeneration 
within woodland parcels W1a, W1c, 
W2, W3 and W5, with 
supplementary planting utilised as a 
fall-back measure. 

One or two classes only present in woodland 

No classes or coppice regrowth present in 
woodland 

H Tree health Tree mortality less than 10%, no pests or diseases 
and no crown dieback 

3 - W1a, 
W1c, W3, 
W5 

 

2 – W2 

W1a, W1c, 
W2, W3, 
W5 

N/A N/A Should tree mortality within 
woodland parcels W1a, W1c, W2, 
W3 and W5 exceed 10% (or 25% for 
W2), then a scheme of targeting 
felling will be undertaken to combat 
the spread of disease. 

11% to 25% mortality and/or crown dieback or low 
risk pest or disease present 

Greater than 25% tree mortality and or any high 
risk pest or disease present 

I Vegetation 
and ground 
flora 

Recognisable NVC plant community at ground 
layer present, strongly characterised by ancient 
woodland flora specialists. 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Recognisable NVC plant community at ground 
layer present 

No recognisable NVC plant community at ground 
layer present. 
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J Woodland 
vertical 
structure 

Three or more storeys across all survey plots or a 
complex woodland. 

2 W2, W3, 
W5 

N/A N/A Two storeys will be maintained 
across woodland parcels W2, W3 
and W5 through targeted planting of 
shrub species should a parcel be 
reduced to a single storey. 

Two storeys across all survey plots 

One of less storey across all survey plots 

K Veteran trees Two of more veteran per hectare N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

One veteran tree per hectare 

No veteran trees present in woodland 

L Amount of 
deadwood 

50% of all survey plots within the woodland parcel 
have deadwood, such as standing deadwood, 
large dead branches and or stems and stumps, or 
an abundance of small cavities. 

3 - W1a, 
W1c 

 

2 – W2, W3 

W1a, W1c, 
W2 & W3 

N/A The amount of deadwood within 
woodland parcels W1a and W1c will be 
increased significantly, primarily through 
woodland thinning/ clearance works 
within these parcels. 

Deadwood levels will be maintained 
within parcels W2 and W3 through 
ongoing clearance works within 
these parcels (whereby deadwood 
will be retained within the parcel). Between 25% and 50% of all survey plots within 

the woodland parcel have deadwood, such as 
standing deadwood, large dead branches and or 
steams, stubs and stumps, or an abundance of 
small cavities. 

Less than 25% of all survey plots within the 
woodland parcel have deadwood, such as 
standing deadwood, large dead branches and or 
steams, stubs and stumps, or an abundance of 
small cavities. 

M Woodland 
disturbance 

No nutrient enrichment or damaged ground 
evident 

2 W2, W3, 
W5 

N/A W2, W3, W5 Less than 20% of woodland area within 
parcels W2, W3 and W5 has damaged 
ground, and this is not expected to 
change. 

Less than 1 hectare in total of nutrient enrichment 
across woodland area and or less than 20% of 
woodland area has damaged ground 

More than 1 hectare of nutrient enrichment and or 
more than 20% of woodland area has damaged 
ground 

 

Additional Management Prescriptions (WO-B01) 

Please use this space to detail any additional management measures to be conducted along with the above measures. These may for example include (but are not limited to) measures specifically relating to the 
presence of protected species or may be additional measures that are in support of local nature recovery targets and, or, planning policy. 

Woodland will be re-created within parcels W1a (minority of the parcel) and W1d. This created woodland will not target any specific condition assessment criteria. 
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Woodland 

Creation, Enhancement and Management Detailed Methods (WO-T02) 

Provide detailed prescriptions for the creation and management of the habitat. 

Action  Relevant 
Parcels 

Timing Prescriptions 

Protection of recreated/ 
temporarily lost parcels 

W1a, W1d September – mid-February Y1. Areas of woodland to be used as a temporary laydown area will be cleared to ground level, and then protected such as through the 
application of a sheet membrane that could be topped with aggregate (such as Type 1 MOT and road planings), and then removed 
following cessation of laydown uses. 

Himalayan balsam removal W1a April/May (annually) Himalayan balsam will be eradicated from parcel W1a using hand pulling, with the vegetation removal targeted before it sets seed. 
The pulled balsam should be disposed of appropriately so as to prevent spread, such as through burning. This process should be 
repeated annually until no Himalayan balsam remains in the parcel. 

Cherry laurel removal W1d Winter (annually) Cherry laurel will be eradicated from parcel W1d through felling, and stump grinding/removal to prevent regrowth. This process 
should be repeated if required until no cherry laurel balsam remains in the parcel. 

Initial woodland clearance  

 

W1a, W1c Autumn/Winter Y1 Woodland within W1a and W1c will be selectively thinned, with some clearings created through clear-felling to exceed no more 
than 20% open space within the woodland parcels.  

Deadwood generated from woodland clearance will be retained within the parcel within which it was felled. Felled deadwood 
should ideally be retained as whole trees, albeit deadwood piles of smaller logs can also be created if required. 

Woodland creation 

 

W1a, W1d Autumn/Winter Y3 Woodland will be recreated in W1a and W1d in areas lost for temporary construction and laydown. These areas will be planted 
with a diverse range of locally appropriate native tree and shrub species, planted at a relatively low density to encourage structural 
diversity. The trees/shrubs will be planted without the use of tree guards unless a compostable alternative can be found. 

Regular woodland felling 

 

W1a, W1c, 
W2, W3, 
W4 

Winter, every five years. Trees within woodland parcels will be felled, either as part of thinning works, or to create clearings, with open space within 
woodland parcels maintained ~10%. 

Deadwood generated from woodland clearance will be retained within the parcel from which it derives. Felled deadwood should 
ideally be retained as whole trees, albeit deadwood piles of smaller logs can also be created if required. 

Infill planting W1a, W1c, 
W2, W3, 
W4 

Winter, every five years. If woodland parcels lack two storeys across survey plots or evidence of woodland regeneration, infill planting will be undertaken. 
Infill planting will utilise a diverse range of locally appropriate native tree and shrub species, planted at a relatively low density to 
encourage structural diversity. The trees/shrubs will be planted without the use of tree guards unless a compostable alternative 
can be found. 

Invasive species removal 

 

W1a, W1c, 
W2, W3, 
W4 

As required. Any invasive species which become established within the woodland parcels will be removed as soon as they are identified, such 
as through the use of selective weedkiller (e.g. via weedwipe). For some species, this may require specialist removal or appropriate 
timing, as advised by a suitably qualified ecologist. 
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Woodland Species Lists (WO-T03) 

Appropriate target species to plant include 

Common Name Scientific Name Abundance / % Comments 

Silver birch Betula pendula   

Goat willow Salix caprea   

Oak Quercus robur   

Field maple Acer campestre   

Hawthorn Crataegus monogyna   

Aspen Populus tremula   

Hazel Corylus avellana   

Holly Ilex aquifolium   

 

Other Supporting Information 

Supporting Information (WO-B02) 

Please use this space to provide any additional information where relevant. 
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What Does Success Look Like? (WO-F01) 

 

Woodland with multiple storeys, dense structure, and well-developed field layer. 



STAYTHORPE EIA APPENDIX 10D                                                                                                                                                                        

PAGE | 187 
BIODIVERSITY NET GAIN - HABITAT MANAGEMENT AND MONITORING PLAN 

 

Contents Planned Management Activities Project Background Monitoring Schedule 

 

Woodland with fallen dead wood resource.  
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Line of Trees 

Creation, Enhancement and Management Summary (LT-T01) 

Provide details of the approach to delivering each of the targeted condition criteria and habitat. Conditions from Statutory Biodiversity Metric habitat condition assessment sheets – Sheet 15. Line of Trees 

Target Line of Trees Type: TL1 - Ecologically valuable line of trees 
TL2 - Line of trees 
TL3 - Ecologically valuable line of trees - associated with bank or ditch 
TL4 - Line of trees - associated with bank or ditch 

Condition Assessment Criteria Targeted Relevant 
Features 

Creation Approach Enhancement Approach Management Approach 

A At least 70% of trees are native species. Yes TL1, TL2, 
TL3, TL4 

N/A N/A At least 70% of tree species within TL1, TL2, 
TL3 and TL4 are currently native, and this is 
not expected to change, albeit selective 
felling and replacement can be employed as 
a remedial measure. 

B Tree canopy is predominantly continuous 
with gaps in canopy cover making up <10% of 
total area and no individual gap being >5 m 
wide. 

Yes TL1, TL2, 
TL3, TL4 

N/A N/A The tree canopy within TL1, TL2, TL3 and TL4 
is predominantly continuous with gaps in 
canopy cover making up <10% of total area 
and no individual gap being >5 m wide, and 
this is not expected to change for TL3 and 
TL4. 

Tree felling operations will be undertaken on 
TL1 and TL2 to enhance ponds P1 and P2. 
This felling will not create any canopy gaps >5 
m wide or making up >10% of the total canopy 
cover. Pollarding will be adopted if clearance 
is at risk of breaching this criterion, or to 
preserve ecologically valuable trees. 

C One or more trees has veteran features and or 
natural ecological niches for vertebrates and 
invertebrates, such as presence of standing 
and attached deadwood, cavities, ivy or loose 
bark.  

Yes TL1, TL2 N/A N/A Trees/ tree limbs exhibiting veteran features 
and or natural ecological niches for 
vertebrates and invertebrates will be retained 
wherever possible within TL1 and TL2. 

D There is an undisturbed naturally-vegetated 
strip of at least 6 m on both sides to protect 
the line of trees from farming and other 
human activities (excluding grazing). Where 

Yes TL1, TL2, 
TL3, TL4 

N/A N/A A 6m undisturbed naturally-vegetated strip of 
at least 6 m on both sides of TL1 – TL4 will be 
retained. 



STAYTHORPE EIA APPENDIX 10D                                                                                                                                                                        

PAGE | 189 
BIODIVERSITY NET GAIN - HABITAT MANAGEMENT AND MONITORING PLAN 

 

Contents Planned Management Activities Project Background Monitoring Schedule 

veteran trees are present, root protection 
areas should follow standing advice. 

E At least 95% of the trees are in a healthy 
condition (deadwood or veteran features 
valuable for wildlife are excluded from this). 
There is little or no evidence of an adverse 
impact on tree health by damage from 
livestock or wild animals, pests or diseases, 
or human activity. 

Yes TL1, TL2, 
TL3, TL4 

N/A N/A Tree-lines TL1, TL2, TL3 and TL4 will be 
retained and no works permitted in their 
proximity which could breach this criterion.  

 

Additional Management Prescriptions (LT-B01) 

Please use this space to detail any additional management measures to be conducted along with the above measures. These may for example include (but are not limited to) measures specifically relating to the 
presence of protected species or may be additional measures that are in support of local nature recovery targets and, or, planning policy. 

 

Line of Trees 

Creation, Enhancement and Management Detailed Methods (LT-T02) 

Provide detailed prescriptions for the creation and management of the habitat. 

Action  Relevant 
Features 

Timing Prescriptions 

Tree clearance 

 

TL1 & TL2 Winter Y1 As reproduced from the management prescriptions for P1 and P2:  

P1 and P2 will have their bankside tree cover thinned to allow for more light to reach the surface of the ponds, achieving <50% 
shading. These trees form part of TL1 and TL2, so will be thinned without creating gaps in the canopy >5m. Where necessary, trees 
can be pollarded so as to avoid creating significant canopy gaps, and to retain higher value trees such as mature trees 

 

Other Supporting Information 

Supporting Information (LT-B02) 

Please use this space to provide any additional information where relevant. 
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Hedgerows 

Creation, Enhancement and Management Summary (HD-T01) 

Provide details of the approach to delivering each of the targeted condition criteria and hedgerow type. Conditions from Statutory Biodiversity Metric habitat condition assessment sheets – Sheet 8. Hedgerow 

Target Hedgerow Type: H1a – Native hedgerow with trees and ditch 
H1b – Native hedgerow 
H1c – Native hedgerow with trees 
H1d – Native hedgerow 
H1e, H1f & H1g - Species-rich native hedgerow (new hedgerow sections infilling gaps between pre-existing parts of hedgerow H1) 
H2 - Species-rich native hedgerow with trees 
H3 - Native hedgerow 

Condition Assessment Criteria Targeted? Relevant 
Features 

Creation Approach Enhancement Approach Management Approach 

A1 Height 

>1.5m average along length. 

Yes H1a, H1b, 
H1c, H1d, 
H1e, H1f, 
H1g, H2, 
H3 

New created hedgerows along H1e, H1f and 
H1g will be excluded from cutting until they 
reach an average height and width of >1.5m 
along their length.  

N/A Existing hedgerows H1a, H1b, H1c, H1d, H2 
and H3, and new hedgerows H1e, H1f and 
H1g will be managed through infrequent cuts 
to retain a >1.5m average height along their 
length. 

A2 Width 

 >1.5m average along length. 

Yes H1a, H1b, 
H1c, H1d, 
H1e, H1f, 
H1g, H2, 
H3 

New created hedgerows along H1e, H1f and 
H1g will be excluded from cutting until they 
reach an average height and width of >1.5m 
along their length. 

N/A Existing hedgerows H1a, H1b, H1c, H1d, H2 
and H3, and new hedgerows H1e, H1f and 
H1g will be managed through infrequent cuts 
to retain a >1.5m average width along their 
length. 

B1  Gap – hedge base 

Gap between ground and base of canopy 
<0.5m for >90% of length. 

Yes H1a, H1b, 
H1c, H1d, 
H1e, H1f, 
H1g, H2, 
H3 

New created hedgerows along H1e, H1f and 
H1g will be entered into a cutting regime 
which will encourage low-level growth. 

N/A Existing hedgerows H1a, H1b, H1c, H1d, H2 
and H3, and new hedgerows H1e, H1f and 
H1g will be managed through infrequent cuts, 
which will aim to cut hedges in an ‘A’ shaped 
profile to promote low-level growth. 

B2 Gap – hedgerow canopy continuity 

Gaps make up <10% of total length; and 
no canopy gaps >5m. 

Yes H1e, H1f, 
H1g, H2, 
H3 

New created hedgerows H1e, H1f and H1g 
will be planted with a double-row of shrubs, 
aiming to create a dense, continuous 
boundary. 

N/A Existing hedgerows H2 and H3, and new 
hedgerows H1e, H1f and H1g will be unlikely 
to develop gaps due to the minimum height 
and width restrictions. However, should gaps 
develop they will be infilled with new whip 
planting. 

C1 Undisturbed ground and perennial 
vegetation 

Yes H1e, H1f, 
H1g, H2, 
H3 

>1m width of undisturbed ground with 
perennial herbaceous vegetation will be 
maintained along the length of newly 
created hedgerows H1e, H1f and H1g. 

N/A >1m width of undisturbed ground with 
perennial herbaceous vegetation will be 
maintained along the length of existing 
hedgerows H2, H3 and newly created 
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>1m width of undisturbed ground with 
perennial herbaceous vegetation for 
>90% of length: 

• measured from outer edge of 
hedgerow, and 

• is present on one side of the hedge (at 
least) 

hedgerows H1e, H1f and H1g. This will be 
achieved primarily by not ploughing fields 
within 1m of the existing hedgerows. 

C2 Nutrient-enriched perennial vegetation 

Plant species indicative of nutrient 
enrichment of soils dominate <20% cover 
of the area of undisturbed ground. 

Yes H1a, H1b, 
H1c, H1d, 
H1e, H1f, 
H1g, H2, 
H3 

New hedgerows H1e, H1f and H1g are 
expected to maintain automatically pass 
this criterion. 

N/A Existing hedgerows H1a, H1b, H1c, H1d, H2 
and H3 and new hedgerows H1e, H1f and H1g 
are expected to maintain a pass in this 
criterion, particularly considering the reduced 
nutrient input associated with proposed 
grassland creation/enhancement to replace 
arable land.  

D1 Invasive and neophyte species 

>90% of the hedgerow and undisturbed 
ground is free of invasive non-native plant 
species (including those listed on 
Schedule 9 of WCA) and recently 
introduced species. 

Yes H1a, H1b, 
H1c, H1d, 
H1e, H1f, 
H1g, H2, 
H3 

Bare root whips will be utilised to avoid 
importing soils which could be 
contaminated with invasive species. 

N/A Any invasive species which establish within 
existing hedgerows H1a, H1b, H1c, H1d, H2 
and H3 and new hedgerows H1e, H1f and H1g 
will be eradicated. 

D2  Current damage 

>90% of the hedgerow or undisturbed 
ground is free of damage caused by 
human activities. 

Yes H1a, H1b, 
H1c, H1d, 
H1e, H1f, 
H1g, H2, 
H3 

Following disturbance associated with 
creation, new hedgerows H1e, H1f and H1g 
are expected to maintain automatically pass 
this criterion. 

N/A Exiting hedgerows H1a, H1b, H1c, H1d, H2 
and H3 and new hedgerows H1e, H1f and H1g 
will be protected from disturbance, with 
potentially damaging activities within 5m of 
these hedgerows reviewed by an ecologist. 

E1 Tree class (applicable to hedgerows with 
trees only) 

There is more than one age-class (or 
morphology) of tree present (for example: 
young, mature, veteran and or ancient), 
and there is on average at least one 
mature, ancient or veteran tree present 
per 20 – 50m of hedgerow. 

Yes H1c N/A N/A A range of tree age classes will be maintained 
along H1c, with trees protected and selected 
for growing on so that there is always at least 
one mature (or older) tree per 20m of 
hedgerow. 

E2 E2. Tree health (applicable to hedgerows 
with trees only) 

At least 95% of hedgerow trees are in a 
healthy condition (excluding veteran 

Yes H1a, H1c, 
H2 

N/A N/A Existing hedgerows H1a, H1c and H2 are 
expected to maintain a pass in this criterion, 
particularly with the maintenance of 
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features valuable for wildlife). There is 
little or no evidence of an adverse impact 
on tree health by damage from livestock 
or wild animals, pests or diseases, or 
human activity. 

appropriate buffer zones and protections as 
outlined above. 

 

Additional Management Prescriptions (HD-B01) 

Please use this space to detail any additional management measures to be conducted along with the above measures. These may for example include (but are not limited to) measures specifically relating to the 
presence of protected species or may be additional measures that are in support of local nature recovery targets and, or, planning policy. 
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Hedgerow 

Creation, Enhancement and Management Methods (HD-T02) 

Provide detailed prescriptions for the creation and management of the habitat. 

Action  Relevant 
Features 

Timing Prescriptions 

Hedge creation (whip 
planting) 

 

H1e, H1f, 
H1g 

Winter Y1 Plant a double row of whips, with three whips per m on each row, and 30cm between each row. Whips will be planted during moist 
conditions, avoiding freezing temperatures or drought. The shrubs will be planted without the use of tree guards unless a 
compostable alternative can be found. Brash cut from elsewhere on site (e.g. woodland W1a, W1d, S2, S6, TL1 & TL2) may be used 
as natural protection from grazing animals. 

Management 

 

All 
hedgerows 

Winter (preferably February) Hedgerows will be cut on rotation over a three-year cycle. With one side of each hedgerow cut on Y1, the other side (where access 
is possible/permitted) on Y2, and then left to rest on Y3.  

Cutting will maintain an ‘A’ shaped profile, which will not be reduced below 1.5m width or height. Trees will also be left uncut so as 
to maintain at least two trees (>5m height) per <20m (for hedgerows with trees). 

Following cutting, all woody debris generated will be piled into deadwood piles (ideally within woodland), mulched, or removed 
from the Site.  

Infilling (whip planting) 

 

All 
hedgerows 

Winter, as required Should gaps appear within the woody element of the hedgerows, which exceed 10% of the total hedgerow length, or are >5m in 
length, then infill whip planting will be undertaken, following the creation methodology outlined above. 

 

Hedgerow Species Lists (HD-T03) 

Provide a detailed species list for the habitat to be created 

Common Name Scientific Name Abundance / %  Comments 

Blackthorn Prunus spinosa 25%  

Hawthorn Crataegus monogyna 25%  

Hazel Corylus avellana 10%  

Dogwood Cornus sanguinea 10%  

Alder Buckthorn Frangula alnus 10%  

Elder Sambucus nigra 10%  

Field Maple Acer campestre 10%  
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Other Supporting Information 

Supporting Information (HD-B02) 

Please use this space to provide any additional information where relevant. 
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What Does Success Look Like? (HD-F01) 

 

Native hedgerow showing tall dense structure 
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Native hedgerow showing well developed interface with grassland 
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Watercourses 

Creation, Enhancement and Management Summary  

Provide details of the approach to delivering each of the targeted Watercourse characteristics and/or RCA indices. 

Summary of Watercourse Enhancement Proposals (WC-B01) 

Uplift in watercourse units will be enhanced through a reduction in riparian encroachment, which may be achieved through the creation of other neutral grassland within the riparian zone of the Rundell Dyke. The 
condition of the Rundell Dyke is to remain unchanged. The encroachment of the River Trent and its condition are to remain unchanged. 

Will the length of the watercourse be altered as part of the enhancement? (WC-B02) No 

N/A 

Will enhancements target improvements to watercourse encroachment? (WC-B03) No 

N/A 

Will enhancements target improvements to riparian encroachment? (WC-B04) Yes 

Riparian encroachment is to be reduced for watercourse bank-top areas along the right bank (as you face downstream) of the Rundell Dyke. This is to be achieved through the creation of other neutral grassland in 
former arable areas in this zone. These areas are to receive low-intensity meadow management. 

Will enhancements target improving distinctiveness of the watercourse (WC-B05) No 

N/A 

Will enhancements target improving condition of the watercourse (WC-B06) No 

N/A 
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Watercourse Condition Enhancements (WC-T01) 
Watercourse ID: River Trent, Staythorpe 

Trent, A 
Rundell Dyke, 
Staythorpe, A 

Rundell Dyke, 
Staythorpe, B 

Rundell Dyke, 
Staythorpe, C 

Rundell Dyke, 
Staythorpe, D 

Rundell Dyke, 
Staythorpe, E 

Watercourse Baseline Condition: Fairly Poor Fairly Poor Fairly Poor Fairly Poor Fairly Poor Moderate 

Is the Watercourse Baseline Overdeep? No No No No No No 
Watercourse Proposed Condition: Fairly Poor Fairly Poor Fairly Poor Fairly Poor Fairly Poor Moderate 
Will the Proposed Watercourse be Overdeep?  No No No No No No 
Condition Assessment Criteria RCA Index Values – Baseline and proposed scores (no uplift in condition proposed) 
RCA Index ID* RCA Index Name 
Bank Top 
B1 (+) Bank top vegetation structure 1 1 2 2 3 1 
B2 (+) Bank top tree feature richness 0 0 0 0 1 0 
B3 (+) Bank top water-related features 0 0 0 0 2 2 
B4 (-) Bank top NNIPS cover 0 0 -1 -1 0 0 
B5 (-) Bank top managed ground cover -4 -3 -2 -2 -2 0 

Bank face     
C1 (+) Bank face riparian vegetation structure 2 1 1 1 1 1 
C2 (+) Bank face tree feature richness 1 0 0 0 0 0 
C3 (+) Bank face natural bank profile extent 3 0 0 0 0 0 
C4 (+) Bank face natural bank profile richness 2 0 0 0 0 0 
C5 (+) Bank face natural bank material 1 1 1 1 1 1 
C6 (-) Bank face bare sediment extent 1 0 0 0 0 1 
C7 (-) Bank face artificial bank profile extent -3 -4 -4 -4 -4 -4 
C8 (-) Bank face reinforcement extent -4 0 -1 0 0 0 
C9 (-) Bank face reinforcement material -3 0 0 0 0 0 
C10 (-) Bank face NNIPS cover -3 -4 -4 -1 -3 -1 

Channel Margin     
D1 (+) Channel margin aquatic vegetation 2 3 3 3 2 3 
D2 (+) Channel margin aquatic morphotype 2 2 2 2 1 2 
D3 (+) Channel margin physical feature extent 2 0 0 0 0 0 
D4 (+) Channel margin physical feature 1 0 0 0 0 0 
D5 (-) Channel Margin artificial features -2 0 0 0 0 0 

Channel Bed     
E1 (+) Channel aquatic Morphotype richness 3 2 1 2 2 3 
E2 (+) Channel bed tree features richness 0 0 0 0 2 2 
E3 (+) Channel bed hydraulic features richness 2 0 0 0 0 0 
E4 (+) Channel bed nature features richness 0 0 0 0 0 0 
E5 (+) Channel bed natural features richness 0 0 0 0 0 0 
E6 (-) Channel bed material richness 0 1 1 1 1 1 
E7 (-) Channel bed siltation 0 -2 -2 -2 -2 -2 
E8 (-) Channel bed reinforcement extent 0 0 0 0 0 0 
E9 (-) Channel bed reinforcement severity 0 0 0 0 0 0 
E10 (-) Channel bed artificial features severity -2 0 0 0 0 0 
E11 (-) Channel bed NNIPS extent -1 -1 0 0 0 0 
E12 (-) Channel bed filamentous algae extent 0 0 0 0 0 0 

*where (+) are positive scoring indices and (-) are negative scoring
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Watercourses 

Enhancement and Management Summary (WC-T02) 

Provide details of the approach to delivering each of the targeted enhancements. Provide the relevant RCA indices and/or other enhancement opportunities targeted (i.e. riparian encroachment) along with an overview 
of the enhancement and/or management approach that will be implemented to achieve the targeted enhancements. Please do not present detailed prescriptions in this table as these should be provided in WC-T03. 
Rather, provide a descriptive overview of the approach. 

Watercourse ID: River Trent, and Rundell Dyke 

Management Prescriptions – Please provide below an overview of the enhancement and management approaches to achieve the above score 

Enhancement 
Method/RCA Indices 
Targeted  

Creation Approach Enhancement Approach  Management Approach 

Riparian Encroachment N/A Grassland will be created along the bank top of the Rundell 
Dyke, as outlined within GH3-T01 for grassland within C1 
and C2. This will remove the riparian encroachment along 
these portions of the Rundell Dyke.  

Riparian encroachment within these areas will be maintained through 
the low-intensity meadow management regime detailed within GH3-
T02. 

Condition indices N/A N/A No negative change in the condition indices along either the River 
Trent or Rundell Dyke are expected. However, the status of these 
watercourses will be monitored, particularly for potential damage 
from human activities. Notably, invasive species, particularly 
Himalayan balsam, are present within both watercourses, and are 
unlikely to be able to be eradicated. 

Enhancement and Management Detailed Methods (WC-T03) 

Provide detailed prescriptions for the enhancement and management targets for the watercourse. 

Watercourse ID: River Trent, and Rundell Dyke 

Action Timing Prescriptions 

Reduction in riparian encroachment along 
the Rundell Dyke 

Y1 – Y3 Grassland will be created along the Rundell Dyke right bank as outlined within the creation prescription for C1 and C2 within table GH3-
T02. 

Rundell Dyke and River Trent All times The Rundell Dyke and River Trent will be protected from potentially damaging activities which could alter their condition, such as 
bankside construction works, or pollution events. 
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Ditches  

Creation, Enhancement and Management Summary (DI-T01) 

Provide details of the approach to delivering each of the targeted condition criteria and habitat. Conditions from Statutory Biodiversity Metric habitat condition assessment sheets – Sheet 4. Ditch 

Target Habitat: Ditches 

Condition Assessment Criteria Targe
ted 

Relevant 
Parcels 

Creation approach Enhancement Approach Management Approach 

A The ditch is of good water quality, with clear 
water (low turbidity) indicating no obvious signs 
of pollution. 

Yes D2a & D4 Ditch D4 is expected to pass this criterion 
soon after establishment, with a 2m bank-top 
margin of vegetation maintained to protect 
the ditch from sediment runoff from the 
adjacent fields. 

N/A With the continuation of existing 
management practices, including 
maintenance of a banktop vegetation margin, 
and the increase in this margin along much of 
the length of D2a, there is not expected to be 
a reduction in the water quality of D2a. 

B A range of emergent, submerged and floating 
leaved plants are present. As a guide >10 
species of emergent, floating or submerged 
plants present in a 20 m ditch length. 

No N/A N/A N/A N/A 

C There is less than 10% cover of filamentous 
algae and or duckweed Lemna spp. (these are 
signs of eutrophication). 

Yes D2a & D4 Ditch D4 is expected to pass this criterion 
soon after establishment, with a 2m bank-top 
margin of vegetation maintained to protect 
the ditch from sediment runoff from the 
adjacent fields. 

N/A Maintenance of a marginal strip of vegetation, 
and annual clearance of bankface vegetation, 
are expected to protect D2a and D4 from 
eutrophication and related duckweed/ 
filamentous algae overdominance. 

D A fringe of marginal vegetation is present along 
more than 75% of the ditch. 

Yes D2a & D4 D4 will be created with sloped banks no 
steeper than a 1:1 gradient to allow for 
marginal plants to establish. 

N/A Annual clearance of vegetation along D2a and 
D4 are expected to maintain a fringe of 
marginal vegetation and prevent the 
establishment of scrub. 

E Physical damage is evident along less than 5% 
of the ditch, with examples of damage 
including: excessive poaching, damage from 
machinery use or storage, or any other 
damaging management activities. 

Yes D2a & D4 No creation approach considered necessary. N/A D2a and D4 will be protected from damage, 
with management limited to bank face and 
bank top vegetation clearance. 

F Sufficient water levels are maintained - as a 
guide a minimum summer depth of 
approximately 50 cm in minor ditches and 1 m 
in main drains. 

No N/A N/A N/A N/A 
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G Less than 10% of the ditch is heavily shaded. Yes D2a & D4 D4 is to be created in an unshaded location, 
and as such this criterion is expected to be 
automatically passed. 

N/A Annual clearance of vegetation along D2a and 
D4 is expected to prevent the establishment 
of scrub. 

H There is an absence of non-native plant and 
animal species.  

Yes D2a & D4 Care will be taken in the creation of D4 not to 
import any sediment from other locations 
which could harbour seed from invasive 
species. 

N/A Invasive species eradication will be 
undertaken on D2a and D4 as soon as any 
invasive species are identified. 

 

Additional Management Prescriptions (DI-B01) 

Ditches will be enhanced through a reduction in riparian encroachment as follows: 

• D2a - Removal or riparian encroachment to the left bank along the northeast portion. 
• D2a - Removal or riparian encroachment to the right bank along the southwest portion. 
• D3 - Removal or riparian encroachment to the right bank along the majority of the ditch, excluding southwestern-most portion. 
• D5 - Removal or riparian encroachment to the right bank along the northeast portion. 
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Ditch 

Creation, Enhancement and Management Detailed Methods (DI-T02) 

Provide detailed prescriptions for the creation and management of the habitat. 

Action  Relevant 
Parcels 

Timing Prescriptions 

Ditch creation D4 Autumn Y1 In order to achieve an overall uplift in watercourse units, ditch creation may be required. This could include: 

One 335m ditch to be dug along the course of an existing dry ditch (D4). The methodology for ditch creation is as follows: 

Pre-excavation: 

Exact ditch location will be determined following an assessment of the fields including a utility survey (utilising Ground Penetrating 
Radar (GPR) and cable avoidance tools (CAT)). In addition, there will be a soil analysis undertaken on ditch lengths to inform any 
contamination, and a topographical survey to establish Site levels. 

Marking out: 

The ditch will be marked out to 4m width using metal stakes, biodegradable spray paint or other suitable markers. 

Excavation: 

A precautionary approach to works will be undertaken to protect reptiles, as detailed within Section 9.2 the Outline Ecological 
Mitigation & Enhancement Plan (oEMEP; Appendix 10C, ES Volume II).  

Following vegetation clearance, ditches will be excavated using an excavator with a grading bucket. The excavation will progress 
sequentially along each ditch, excavating a smooth gradual profile to a depth of 2m in the centre of the ditch. Excavated soils will 
be mounded to one side of each ditch, to create a bund of approximately 1m tall and 2m wide along the ditch length, or utilised 
elsewhere within the Site if required for construction.  

Following excavation, the ditches will be sown with an appropriate wetland seed mix, such as Emorsgate Seeds EM8 Meadow 
Mixture for Wetlands. 

 

Reduction in encroachment 

 

D2a, D3, D5 Y1 – Y3 Grassland will be created within the riparian zones of ditches as outlined within the creation prescription for C1-C4 within table 
GH3-T02. 
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Ditch Species Lists (DI-T03) 

Provide a detailed species list for the habitat to be created. Sample mix below for Emorsgate Seeds EM8 Meadow Mixture for Wetlands. 

Common Name Scientific Name Abundance / % Comments 

Yarrow Achillea millefolium 3.50%  

Agrimony Agrimonia eupatoria  3.00%  

Wild Angelica Angelica sylvestris 0.50%  

Betony Betonica officinalis 1.00%  

Common knapweed Centaurea nigra 16.00%  

Meadowsweet Filipendula ulmaria  7.00%  

Hedge bedstraw Galium album 2.00%  

Lady’s bedstraw Galium verum 10.00%  

Meadow vetchling Lathyrus pratensis 4.00%  

Rough hawkbit Leontodon hispidus 3.00%  

Oxeye daisy Leucanthemum vulgare 6.00%  

Common bird’s-foot trefoil Lotus corniculatus 3.00%  

Greater bird’s-foot trefoil Lotus pedunculatus 0.50%  

Black medick Medicago lupulina 5.00%  

Ribwort plantain Plantago lancelata 10.00%  

Cowslip Primula veris 2.00%  

Self-heal Prunella vulgaris 4.00%  

Meadow buttercup Ranunculus acris 6.00%  

Yellow rattle Rhinanthus minor 4.00%  

Common sorrel Rumex acetosa 3.00%  

Great burnet Sanguisorba officinalis 1.50%  

Ragged robin Silene flos-cuculi 2.50%  
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Dandelion Taraxacum officinale 1.00%  

Tufted vetch Vicia cracca 1.50%  

Common bent Agrostis capillaris 8.00%  

Star sedge Carex echinata 8.00%  

Crested dog’s-tail Cynosurus cristatus 30.00%  

Red fescue Festuca rubra 18.00%  

Meadow barley Hordeum secalinum 1.60%  

Smaller cat’s-tail  Phleum bertolonii 8.00%  

Smooth meadow-grass Poa pratensis 6.40%  
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What Does Success Look Like? (DI-F01) 
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Habitat Creation and Management – Risk Register and Remedial Measures PM-T02 

Provide a site-wide risk register associated with creating, enhancing and, or, managing each habitat type. Consider your approach to delivering the BNG targets in case the management prescriptions do not deliver as 
expected.  

This is a pre-emptive list. The list of potential risks should be as comprehensive as possible to provide confidence in the delivery of the management plan objectives. Complete each habitat's management targets and 
prescriptions first, then consider the likelihood of the risk occurring and what impacts it may have if it was to occur. Consider how these may feed back into monitoring requirements. 

Risk Identification 
Date 

Habitat Type Risk Factor Trigger for Action Remedial Measure 

oHMMP stage Open Mosaic Habitats on 
previously developed ground 

Diversity in vegetation communities fails to 
develop 

Fewer than four early successional communities 
present within a parcel (a) to (i); 

Communities:  

(a) annuals; (b) mosses/liverworts; (c) lichens; 
(d) ruderals; (e) inundation species; (f) open 
grassland; (g) flower-rich grassland; (h) 
heathland, (i) pools. 

Explore options such as remodelling the habitat, 
or introducing seed/plants to inoculate areas and 
allow for the development of new communities. 

oHMMP stage Open Mosaic Habitats on 
previously developed ground 

Open Mosaic Habitats begin to succeed towards 
grassland/scrub/woodland, likely due to leaching 
of inhospitable chemical components and 
increasing fertility and nitrogen fixation. 

A mosaic of bare substrate and early 
successional communities is lost, and/or 
mid/late successional communities (grassland, 
scrub, woodland) begin to dominate the parcel. 

An assessment will be made as to whether the 
successional process can be reset within the 
parcel, such as scraping off sediment to reveal 
bare ground. However, such a process cannot be 
conducted indefinitely, as PFA within the Site is a 
finite resource. 

oHMMP stage Grassland Scrub invading into the existing grassland parcels. >5% of grassland parcels is covered by scrub Scrub to be cut back during winter. 

oHMMP stage  Grassland Grassland not reaching requisite 
diversity/character criteria (criteria A & F)  

Grassland diversity <10 per m2 by Y10.  Undertake an over-sowing regime to increase 
diversity. Over-sowing will require the grassland 
to be grazed down to ~5cm sward height, 
scarified in Autumn prior to sowing, aiming to 
create 50% bare ground, then sown with an 
appropriate complete seed mix at 4g/m2.  

An additional/alternative measure will be to 
undertake additional aftermath mowing on fields 
showing an overly elevated fertility, with arisings 
removed from the parcel for composting. 
Elevated fertility should be determined through 
soil testing. 

oHMMP stage Grassland Undesirable species dominate Coverage of undesirable species indicative of 
suboptimal condition exceeds 5% 

Ascertain the cause for spread and address. This 
could require an increase or reduction in mowing 
frequency. Proactive approaches to 
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management, such as changes to the mowing 
regime to address the cause of the spread, will 
be favoured over reactive approaches such as 
hand pulling. 

oHMMP stage Grassland Flooding Flooding causes excessive damage to grassland 
within the floodplain (parcels ONG 1- 6, ONG10, 
C1, C2, C3, C4).  

An assessment will be made as to whether to 
reseed this area once the risk of flooding has 
passed, or to allow natural regeneration of 
vegetation. This could warrant an additional 
monitoring visit, as determined between the 
Management Organisation, Landowner and 
Ecologist. Reseeding may require use of a suite 
of species more tolerant to regular inundation 
should repeat flooding occur. 

oHMMP stage Mixed scrub Scrub failing to regenerate Seedlings, saplings or coppice regrowth absent 
from a scrub parcel(s). 

Coppicing frequency to be reduced. 
Management of browsing pressure (deer) may 
also be required as an additional measure. 

oHMMP stage Mixed scrub Lack of diversity Fewer than three native species within target 
scrub parcels, with no one species exceeding 
75% cover. 

A portion of the scrub (<20%) will be cleared to 
ground level, and new native woody species 
planted within this area. New native species can 
also be incorporated into existing rides/glades 
where this will not compromise the criteria for 
rides/glades. 

oHMMP stage Woodland  Absence of woodland regeneration No evidence of woodland regeneration noted 
within a woodland parcel (saplings/ coppice 
regrowth). 

Planting undertaken with an area of recently 
cleared woodland. This may require exclusion or 
management of deer numbers as a supporting 
technique should herbivore pressure be 
identified as the source of failed regeneration. 

oHMMP stage Woodland, hedgerows, scrub Disease/extreme weather Extensive loss of woody vegetation. Should there be an extensive loss of woody 
vegetation within any one habitat type, an 
assessment will be made as to the best course of 
action for returning the habitat to target 
condition. This could involve planting of different 
resilient native species, or a change in 
management to encourage recovery. 

oHMMP stage All Invasive species establish Invasive species identified within the Site at any 
time, particularly Himalayan balsam or Japanese 
knotweed. 

Invasive species to be eradicated as soon as 
identified (excluding parcels where they are 
already present, and eradication is not targeted 
such as the River Trent and Rundell Dyke. 
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oHMMP stage All Unexpected habitat/species outcomes Unexpected habitat type develops within a 
parcel, or a notable species establishes within a 
parcel which is unlikely to persist with current 
management practices. 

Should an unexpected habitat develop within a 
habitat parcel which is deemed to be of greater 
ecological value than the target habitat, then an 
assessment will be undertaken on how best to 
proceed, which could include modifying the 
HMMP to better manage/enhance the 
unexpected habitat type, rather than being 
wedded to the original prescriptions of the 
HMMP. 

Similarly, modifications will be made to the 
HMMP should a notable species establish whose 
conservation is deemed of greater importance 
than the habitat prescriptions for pertinent 
parcels. 
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3. Monitoring Schedule
To deliver BNG, a robust strategy is critical to monitor successes and challenges. Routine monitoring informs progress and facilitates the required management plan updates at set intervals.  

Monitoring Strategy 

Provide details of the monitoring strategy to encourage successful implementation of the management plan (MS-B01) 

Monitoring will focus on the undertaking of surveys by an accomplished botanist familiar with the BNG condition assessment criteria, and particularly with experience in Open Mosaic Habitats and MG4 lowland 
meadow. Monitoring will utilise the production of brief reports, featuring photographs, species lists and condition assessment sheets. Monitoring will be undertaken annually during the initial stages of the 
scheme, with the frequency reduced as habitats establish. 

The aim of monitoring will be to ensure that the commitments within this HMMP are being met, and to produce management recommendations/modifications to help ensure this. In addition, monitoring will be 
used to adapt the scheme to any unforeseen circumstances that arise over the lifetime of the HMMP. 

 

Monitoring Methods and Intervals MS-T01 

Provide details of the methods you will use to adequately monitor the progress towards the targets stated in the management plan and as agreed with the Local Planning Authority.  

Monitoring methods and frequency need to be considered according to habitat type. The text below is only for illustrative purposes. Plan according to your own project and habitat requirements. 

Habitat Type Monitoring Methods  Monitoring Interval and Timing 

Open Mosaic 
Habitats on 
previously 
developed ground 

To be undertaken for OMH2, OMH3, OMH4, OMH5, OMH6 and OMH7 and W1a (where Open Mosaic 
Habitats are being created). 

Collect a botanical species list across the mosaic, and assess the spatial variation of bare substrate and 
early successional communities against Criterion D1.   

Assess diversity of plant species beneficial to wildlife and vegetational structural variation. 

List any invasive species and species indicative of suboptimal condition, and assess their relative coverage. 

Annually from years 1 – 5 then every 5 years from then on for retained/created 
parcels. 

Annually from years 5 – 10 then every 5 years from then on for temporarily 
lost/ lost and recreated parcels. 

Tall forbs Assess diversity of plant species beneficial to wildlife and vegetational structural variation. Annually from years 1 – 5 then every 5 years from then on for retained parcels. 

Ponds (non-
priority) 

To be undertaken for P1, P2 and P3 Annually from years 1 – 5 then every 5 years from then on for retained parcels. 

Lowland meadow To be undertaken for parcel LM1. 

Undertake quadrat sampling to assess the success of initial management methods, and identify the habitat 
type that is establishing and then number of species per m2. 

Estimate percentage of bare ground, bramble and bracken cover. 

Collect a botanical species list across grassland to check against target species list. 

Annually from years 1 – 5 then every 5 years from then on. 

Surveys to be completed between May and August. 
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Other neutral 
grassland 

To be undertaken for parcels ONG1, ONG2, ONG3, ONG4, ONG5, ONG6, ONG7, ONG10, ONG11, ONG12, 
ONG14, ONG15, ONG18, ONG20 and ONG23, and (C1, C2, C3 and C4 where other neutral grassland is 
being created). 

Undertake quadrat sampling to assess the success of initial management methods/ habitat creation, and 
identify the habitat type that is establishing and then number of species per m2. 

Estimate percentage of bare ground, bramble and bracken cover. 

Collect a botanical species list across grassland to check against target species list. 

Annually from years 1 – 5 then every 5 years from then on for retained/created 
parcels. 

Annually from years 5 – 10 then every 5 years from then on for temporarily 
lost/ lost and recreated parcels. 

Other lowland 
acid grassland 

To be undertaken for parcels AG1, AG2 and AG3. 

Undertake quadrat sampling to assess the success of initial management methods, and identify the habitat 
type that is establishing and then number of species per m2. 

Estimate percentage of bare ground, bramble and bracken cover. 

Collect a botanical species list across grassland to check against target species list. 

Annually from years 1 – 5 then every 5 years from then on for retained parcels. 

Annually from years 5 – 10 then every 5 years from then on for temporarily 
lost/ lost and recreated parcels. 

Mixed scrub To be undertaken for parcels S1, S2, S6 and C3 (where mixed scrub is being created). 

Estimate species coverage and check for invasives. 

Assess scrub structure including regrowth, edge structure, clearings, glades and rides. 

Annually from years 1 – 5 then every 5 years from then on for retained/created 
parcels. 

Annually from years 5 – 10 then every 5 years from then on for temporarily 
lost/ lost and recreated parcels. 

Other woodland; 
broadleaved 

To be undertaken for parcels W1a, W1c, W1d, W2, W3, W5. 

Undertake a full assessment of woodland parcel against condition criteria, assessing all criteria excluding F, 
I and K. 

Create a full botanical species list for the parcel.  

Annually from years 1 – 5 then every 5 years from then on for retained parcels. 

Annually from years 5 – 10 then every 5 years from then on for temporarily 
lost/ lost and recreated parcels. 

Line of trees To be undertaken for parcels TL1, TL2, TL3 and TL4. 

Create a species list for the parcel, assess canopy coverage, presence of deadwood features and 
disturbance. 

Annually from years 1 – 5 then every 5 years from then on. 

 

Hedgerows To be undertaken for all hedgerows H1a, H1b, H1c, H1d, H1e, H1f, H1g, H2, H3. 

Assess success of creation for new hedgerows, and undertake full condition assessment according to BNG 
criteria of hedgerows. 

Annually from years 1 – 5 then every 5 years from then on. 

Rivers To be undertaken for the River Trent and Rundell Dyke. Undertake a walkover of the watercourses to assess 
for significant changes in condition. 

Annually from years 1 – 5 then every 5 years from then on. 

Ditches Assess ditch water quality and check for damage.  

Produce a botanical species list for the ditch length. 

Annually from years 1 – 5 then every 5 years from then on. 
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All habitats Photos will be taken of every assessed habitat on any one visit. These photos should be taken so as to 
illustrate successes and failures within the scheme. 

Annually from years 1 – 10 then every 5 years from then on. 
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Monitoring Reports 

Following completion of habitat creation and initial enhancement works, prepare for your monitoring report for the Local Planning Authority or Responsible Body. You should monitor each habitat type comprising the 
BNG project. Provide sufficient detail for the reviewing authority to assess the progress.  The ‘Monitoring Report Template’ can help you do this.  The requirements and regularity with which the monitoring reports are 
required are at the discretion of the LPA or Responsible Body. Prepare the monitoring requirements below. 

Monitoring Report Schedule MS-T02 

Provide details of the person or organisation that will be responsible for submitting the monitoring reports. Also state the responsible organisation for receiving and reviewing the reports. 

Organisation Responsible for Submitting the Monitoring Reports Organisation Receiving and Responsible for Reviewing Reports 

Staythorpe Power Station (RWE Generation UK plc) Newark & Sherwood District Council 

 

Provide details of when the monitoring surveys and reports will be undertaken and submitted. You can extend the table and adjust according to your required schedule. 

Project 
Year 

Month Report to be 
Submitted 

Month Management Plan to 
be reviewed  

Comments 

Y1 September September or October Report on results of initial grassland and scrub creation measures. 

Y1 October November – December Report on initial habitat creation within scrub, ditch, grassland, woodland and open mosaic areas.  
Report on whether management regime is being undertaken correctly within all managed/enhanced parcels. 

Y2 October November – December Report on initial habitat creation within scrub, ditch, grassland, woodland and open mosaic areas.  
Report on whether management regime is being undertaken correctly within all managed/enhanced parcels. 

Y3 October November – December Report on initial habitat creation within scrub, ditch, grassland, woodland and open mosaic areas.  
Report on whether management regime is being undertaken correctly within all managed/enhanced parcels. 
Report on initial habitat responses to management. 

Y4 October November – December Report on status of habitats within laydown areas, and advise on best creation/enhancement/recreation approach. 
Report on initial habitat responses to management. 

Y5 October November – December Report on status of habitat (re)creation within laydown areas. 
Report on initial habitat responses to management. 

Y10 October November – December Report on ongoing responses to management. 

Y15 October November – December Report on ongoing responses to management. 

Y20 October November – December Report on ongoing responses to management. 

Y25 October November – December Report on ongoing responses to management. 

Y30 October November – December Report on final status of habitats, and advise on ongoing management and enhancement opportunities. 
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Adaptive Management 

Summary of Adaptive Management Approaches (MS-B02) 

Use this box to summarise how you plan to incorporate adaptive management. Consider the risks in section PM-T02 above. The aim is to have a feedback loop between monitoring, then reporting, and how any 
proposed changes are subsequently reflected in this plan. 

Adaptive management is a systematic approach to natural resource management that involves monitoring and evaluating the effectiveness of management actions then adjusting as necessary to improve outcomes 
over time. It is an iterative process in which management actions are followed by targeted monitoring outcomes. These, in turn, inform the ongoing management. 
 
Monitoring results inform necessary management changes to promote achieving BNG targets stated in the statutory biodiversity metric and HMMP. The monitoring can pick up any unexpected, external influences. 
Some examples are dealing with a new plant disease, an invasive species that is thriving due to climate change, or changes to site access due to site flooding.  
 
Observations and notes from day-to-day management are important for delivering adaptive management. Consider how this information will be captured and fed into changes in management prescriptions, then 
through to subsequent monitoring reports.  

 
Regular robust monitoring, and reporting to the responsible authority, should identify issues early on. Then you can make conscious decisions to implement effective actions. If the BNG objectives are affected by 
external factors, it is important to agree decisions on changes to the management prescriptions and targets with the responsible authority. Following the review, record any changes in this management plan and 
schedule. 
 

 

Management of the Site is primarily to be undertaken through hay cuts, tree felling, coppicing and general vegetation clearance. Therefore, adaptive management primarily takes the form of modifying the vegetation 
cutting regime so as to achieve the desired vegetation community, and habitat structure. 

As management outcomes begin to materialise, the vegetation clearance regime of the Site can be altered to find a balance that achieves the targets set for each habitat, particularly in response to the different 
growth rates of vegetation types across the different habitats, as determined by fertility and changing weather patterns. 

The above management control is to be guided by regular monitoring of the Site, particularly in the first 10 years of establishment, when the greatest changes take place. It will be integral for the competent 
‘Ecologist or Other Professional Responsible for the Final HMMP’ to be fully versed in the Site baseline assessment and the HMMP to ensure they understand what the monitoring needs to focus upon. The Ecologist 
Responsible for the Final HMMP will then feedback recommendations to the Landowner and Management Organisation on what management modifications need to be undertaken, if any. It is imperative that a 
dialogue is maintained between the competent Ecologist tasked with monitoring, and the Landowner and Management Organisation, so that recommendations can be easily fed back, both formally within the 
reporting, covering detailed prescriptions, and informally through email/phone calls, to agree management approach. This will include options for reactive management, such as targeted invasive species removal 
where such species establish in new habitats. 

As outlined within the risks and remedial measures, should an unexpected habitat develop within a habitat parcel which is deemed to be of greater ecological value than the target habitat, then an assessment will 
be undertaken on how best to proceed, which could include modifying the HMMP to manage/enhance the unexpected habitat type. 

 

 

 

 




