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1. Introduction

1.1.1 This Appendix to Chapter 12: Landscape and visual effects of the Environmental Statement (ES 
Volume I) presents key documents from the consultation with the Newark and Sherwood District 
Council (NSDC) appointed landscape consultant,  from Influence Landscape 
Planning and Design Ltd, with regards to locations of representative viewpoints. This appendix 
should be read in conjunction with the photo sheets in Figure 12.6 Alternative viewpoints. 
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2. Feedback on selection of alternative viewpoints

2.1.1 Feedback received from NSDC appointed landscape consultant in December 2024 on the 
location of alternative viewpoints and the need to record them photographically. 
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Outline 

1.1 As part of our appointment Influence Landscape Planning and Design Ltd. have reviewed the 
viewpoints circulated by  and  at Arup on behalf of the applicant, 
RWE on the 6th December 2024. This review is based on desk-based information and not field 
studies, but with some knowledge of the local area. The purpose of this review is to inform the 
applicants site visit in early January to record winter and additional representative views in 
support of a forthcoming application to the Department of Energy and Net Zero (DENZ) for a 
Carbon Capture Project at Staythorpe Power Station. 

Representative Viewpoint Review 

1.2 Arup have presented on the plan in Appendix 1, the selected and scoped out representative 
views. Set out below is a review of those views. 

1.3 Overall the proposed views indicated by yellow markers appear appropriate. Once we have 
reviewed all the views, we can agree the locations for photo montages.   

1.4 Overall, we would advise recording all the potential views that are considered relevant.  
Following a review of all views and a site visit, the agreed views can then be scoped out. 

Scoped Out Views 
 VP A – We are not in a position to make a judgement on how well or not the

Prow is used, unless access is restricted on the route. Record the view.

 VP B – Beacon Hill – We have verbally agreed with the applicant to record this
view.

 VP C – Sconce Park is a recreational area on the edge of  Newark with strong
historical connections. There are a number of PRoWs which run through the park
and areas of higher ground. Record the view.

 VP D – Maplebeck – this is a very long distance view, however it is noted viewing
location and the proposed GNR NSIP locates panels in close proximity to this
location. Record the view.

 VP E – south of Southwell - In principal agree that this view could be scoped out
subject to reviewing the representative photograph. A view is anticipated on the
southern edge of the settlement, as shown by a yellow marker on the appended
plan.

 VP F – Kelham Hall – significant local historic assets, a visitor attraction,
recreational facility including camping. The proposed GNR NSIP and application
23/01837/FULM locates panels around Kelham. Record the view.

 VPG – south of Kelham – this is a roadside location and subject to review once
recorded, alongside other viewpoints in this area, potentially can be scoped out

 VPH – Newark Castle Gardens - agree that it is unlikely that there is a view from
the grounds of the Castle. However, on completion of the Castle Gatehouse
Project there will be tower top views and this should be referenced. Newark
Castle Gatehouse Project | Newark & Sherwood District Council



Staythorpe Power Station INF_N241195 
Viewpoint Review December 2024 

2 

 VPI – Southwell Workhouse – agree it is unlikely that there is a view from the
workhouse grounds. However there is a clear open view on the Upton Road,
looking south, near Hopyard Farm, between Upton and Southwell.

 VPJ – Southwell Racecourse – agree it is unlikely that there are views available, to
be reviewed once view is recorded. There are a number of views proposed in the
area local to Southwell.

1.5 In addition, there are no views recorded along the bank of the river on the north or south 
side, directly opposite the site. We appreciate this is close up view, however this walk is a 
national trail (Trent Valley Way on the north side), and part of a wider network of walks on 
the south side, in addition to a popular fishing spot, we consider there will be an expectation 
that there are views along this portion. 
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Appendix 1 – Applicant Proposed Viewpoint Locations 
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3. Feedback on photographic record of alternative 
viewpoints 

3.1.1 Feedback received from NSDC appointed landscape consultant in March 2025 on the 
photograhic record of alternative viewpoints and the need to include views A, C and H within 
the assessment. 
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Outline  

1.1 As part of our appointment Influence Landscape Planning and Design Ltd. have reviewed the 
additional viewpoints circulated by  at Arup on behalf of the applicant, RWE. 
Following an initial review of the viewpoints in December 2024, the applicant has responded 
and recorded additional viewpoints. For clarity our responses to those additional views are set 
out in italics below the original commentary.   

Representative Viewpoint Review 

1.2 Arup supplied the following information for review 

 Jpegs of views A-N 

 Viewpoint Map 

 Updated Photomontages 

1.3 Our recommendations are set out as:  

 Include within the LVIA and full assessment. These are views which we think are 
valid as part of the assessment 

 Include within the LVIA in an appendix but do not assess. These are views which 
we agree can be scoped out of the assessment but due to their value locally we 
recommend that the view is appended to the LVIA for clarity. 

 Scope out 

Scoped Out Views 
 VP A – We are not in a position to make a judgement on how well or not the 

Prow is used, unless access is restricted on the route. Record the view.  

This is a clear open view from the rerouted Trent Valley Way and we recommend 
is included in the LVIA and assessed.  

 VP B – Beacon Hill – We have verbally agreed with the applicant to record this 
view.  

There is no view from within Beacon Park as shown in the representative views 
however we recommend it is appended to the LVIA but not assessed.   

 VP C – Sconce Park is a recreational area on the edge of  Newark with strong 
historical connections. There are a number of PRoWs which run through the park 
and areas of higher ground. Record the view.  

Due to the local value of Sconce Park we recommend that the view is included in 
the LVIA and assessed.  

 VP D – Maplebeck – this is a very long distance view, however it is noted viewing 
location and the proposed GNR NSIP locates panels in close proximity to this 
location. Record the view.  

Due to the location of the view, adjacent to a recognised viewing location, we 
recommend that the view is included in the LVIA appendix but not assessed.  

 VP E – south of Southwell - In principle agree that this view could be scoped out 
subject to reviewing the representative photograph. A view is anticipated on the 
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southern edge of the settlement, as shown by a yellow marker on the appended 
plan.  

Agree this view can be scoped out of further assessment. 

 VP F – Kelham Hall – significant local historic assets, a visitor attraction, 
recreational facility including camping. The proposed GNR NSIP and application 
23/01837/FULM locates panels around Kelham. Record the view.  

Kelham Hall is now a wedding and hotel venue and although this is not a public 
view1, as guests are invited or have booked to stay, we consider that the views 
experienced from the grounds contribute to the overall experience of the visitors. 
We recommend that permission is sought from the owners to record a view as 
suggested previously.    

 VPG – south of Kelham – this is a roadside location and subject to review once 
recorded, alongside other viewpoints in this area, potentially can be scoped out 
Due to the location of this view, representing the residents in Kelham, we 
recommend it is appended to the LVIA but not assessed.  

 VPH – Newark Castle Gardens - agree that it is unlikely that there is a view from 
the grounds of the Castle. However, on completion of the Castle Gatehouse 
Project there will be tower top views and this should be referenced. Newark 
Castle Gatehouse Project | Newark & Sherwood District Council  

Include this view in the LVIA and assessment 

 VPI – Southwell Workhouse – agree it is unlikely that there is a view from the 
workhouse grounds. However, there is a clear open view on the Upton Road, 
looking south, near Hopyard Farm, between Upton and Southwell. 

The view from the workhouse can be scoped out but there is no view recorded 
from the road as recommended. 

 VPJ – Southwell Racecourse – agree it is unlikely that there are views available, to 
be reviewed once view is recorded. There are a number of views proposed in the 
area local to Southwell.  

The proposals are visible though the boundary trees and therefore we recommend 
it is appended to the LVIA but not assessed.  

  

1.4 In addition, there are no views recorded along the bank of the river on the north or south 
side, directly opposite the site. We appreciate this is close up view, however this walk is a 
national trail (Trent Valley Way on the north side), and part of a wider network of walks on 
the south side, in addition to a popular fishing spot, we consider there will be an expectation 
that there are views along this portion. 

1.5 Viewpoint K is recorded directly opposite the existing power station, as requested, but no 
additional views are recorded on the route on the southern side of the river. We recommend 
that a sequential approach is taken to the narrative which supports these views in the LVIA. 
Include Viewpoint K in the LVIA and assessment.  

 

 
1 As set out in GLVIA paragraph 6.16 
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4. Further correspondances on viewpoints 

4.1.1 Further correspondence and clarification on viewpoints I, H and F. 
 

 

  





To: 

staythorpedecarbonisation@rwe.com
Subject: RE: N241195 Staythorpe LVIA - selected viewpoints

 
Hi  and 
 
Please could you let us know if you are happy with the approach below with regards to the viewpoints.
 
Thank you,

 

Landscape Architect

Arup
Central Square, Forth Street, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE1 3PL
United Kingdom
arup.com

Follow us:  LinkedIn  Instagram  YouTube  Facebook

Ove Arup & Partners Limited | Registered in England & Wales Registered Number: 1312453 | Registered Address: 8 Fitzroy Street,
London, W1T 4BJ
Electronic mail messages entering and leaving Arup business systems are scanned for viruses and acceptability of content.
 
From:  

Subject: RE: N241195 Staythorpe LVIA - selected viewpoints

 
Hi ,
 
Thank you for your comments.
 
VP I is recorded from the road near the Southwell Workhouse as requested and is saved in the same file
under ‘Additional views A-N’. Do you just want us to record this VP I in the appendix?



This is the view we referred to in our last comments. I don’t think it has been recorded yet.
 
VP H from Newark Castle Gardens we will include in our assessment as there are glimpsed views from
the park at ground level. We will add a description of the likely view from the proposed tower platform
as part of view H. Agree
 
Regarding the additional VP F at Kelham Hall we feel it is not reasonable to visit the site again to
record this view. Keeping proportionality in mind we now have a number of views from publicly
accessible spaces (VP 1, G and 10) which illustrate the scale of the stacks near Kelham Hall. These
views show how the existing stacks diminish in height with distance from the site. View 10 is located at
a similar distance to the location at Kelham Hall and shows the size of the existing stacks within the
view.
 
The grounds at Kelham Hall are well enclosed by a dense tree canopy and the grounds have not been
designed in a way to appreciate views from the surrounding countryside. This can be seen on the
attached Google Streetview image which shows that the existing stacks are well screened in the
summer. During the winter months it is anticipated that any views of the stacks are well filtered by the
dense branch structures of the existing tree canopy. If the proposed stacks are at all visible from this
location, only a small section of the upper part of the stacks might be visible above the uneven tree line.
 
With having gathered information from nearby publicly accessible viewpoints we do not feel it would
be proportionate to add the view from a private location as GLVIA3 does not require an assessment
from private locations. Although we see how it could be argued that a view at Kelham is a semi-public
area with the events they put on during the year any potential effects are unlikely to be significant. We
believe it would not be proportionate to justify a further site visit at this stage of the project to capture
an additional view from Kelham Hall as it would not add to our understanding of the site or the
assessment.
 
We hope you find this acceptable.
While we understand your reasoning, the recommendations we have made remain our position.
 



Kind regards,

 

Landscape Architect

Arup
Central Square, Forth Street, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE1 3PL
United Kingdom
arup.com

Follow us:  LinkedIn  Instagram  YouTube  Facebook

Ove Arup & Partners Limited | Registered in England & Wales Registered Number: 1312453 | Registered Address: 8 Fitzroy Street,
London, W1T 4BJ
Electronic mail messages entering and leaving Arup business systems are scanned for viruses and acceptability of content.
 
From:  

Subject: Re: N241195 Staythorpe LVIA - selected viewpoints

 

 
Please find attached the response to the updated views. We have sought to take a proportionate approach to
the additional representative viewpoints and have therefore recommended three categories - include in the
LVIA, include but as an appendix and to scope out. We think this will be a robust approach and allow the
decision makers and all interested parties to see the process clearly.
I hope this makes sense but please contact me to discuss further if required.
 
Regards
 

 
 
 

Managing Director

 

Healy's Wharf, Huddlestones Wharf
Millgate, Newark, Notts NG24 4UL
01636 702152
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Influence Landscape Planning & Design
Registered in England & Wales No. 06623546

 

 

This email and any accompanying documents contain confidential information intended
for a specific individual and which is private and protected by law. If you are not the
intended recipient, you must not use, disclose, distribute, copy, print or rely on this
message. Please notify the sender by return email and then delete the message from
your computer. We do not accept responsibility for changes made, neither to this
message after it was sent nor for any loss or damage from receipt of use. You are also
requested to advise us immediately if you receive information not addressed to you.
Although this email is scanned for viruses before sending, you are fully responsible for
checking this email and any attachments for viruses and we accept no liability if such a
virus is transmitted.

 

 

From: 
 

 
 

Subject: RE: N241195 Staythorpe LVIA - selected viewpoints

 
Hi ,
 
I hope you are well.
 
Have you had a chance to look at the viewpoint photography? We could do with your comments on
whether the original selected viewpoints and photomontages sufficiently represent visual receptors.
 
Many Thanks,

 

Landscape Architect

Arup
Central Square, Forth Street, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE1 3PL
United Kingdom
arup.com

Follow us:  LinkedIn  Instagram  YouTube  Facebook

Ove Arup & Partners Limited | Registered in England & Wales Registered Number: 1312453 | Registered Address: 8 Fitzroy Street,
London, W1T 4BJ
Electronic mail messages entering and leaving Arup business systems are scanned for viruses and acceptability of content.
 





 

Managing Director
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Influence Landscape Planning & Design
Registered in England & Wales No. 06623546

 
 

 

This email and any accompanying documents contain confidential information intended
for a specific individual and which is private and protected by law. If you are not the
intended recipient, you must not use, disclose, distribute, copy, print or rely on this
message. Please notify the sender by return email and then delete the message from
your computer. We do not accept responsibility for changes made, neither to this
message after it was sent nor for any loss or damage from receipt of use. You are also
requested to advise us immediately if you receive information not addressed to you.
Although this email is scanned for viruses before sending, you are fully responsible for
checking this email and any attachments for viruses and we accept no liability if such a
virus is transmitted.
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From: 
 

 
 

Subject: RE: N241195 Staythorpe LVIA - selected viewpoints





Some people who received this message don't often get email from . Learn why this is important

Landscape Architect

Arup

Central Square, Forth Street, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE1 3PL

United Kingdom
arup.com
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From: 
 

 

 

Subject: N241195 Staythorpe LVIA - selected viewpoints

 

 

Please find attached my review of the viewpoints you sent through. I am happy to discuss or meet you when
you are here in the New Year to take the views. 

My overriding comment is that I would recommend that the views that are hoping to be scoped out are still
photographed. Then you have them should they be required.

 

Have a happy Christmas

 

Regards

 

 

 

 

Managing Director



 

Advance Notice

Please note the Influence office will be closed on the
afternoons of Thursday 21 November and Friday 6
December.

Influence office is shutdown Wednesday 25 December
to Wednesday 1 January

I am on leave from end of business Friday 20
December returning Monday 6 January.

 

 

 

Healy's Wharf, Huddlestones Wharf
Millgate, Newark, 

www.influence.co.uk

     

Influence Landscape Planning & Design
Registered in England & Wales No. 06623546

 
 

 

This email and any accompanying documents contain confidential information intended
for a specific individual and which is private and protected by law. If you are not the
intended recipient, you must not use, disclose, distribute, copy, print or rely on this
message. Please notify the sender by return email and then delete the message from
your computer. We do not accept responsibility for changes made, neither to this
message after it was sent nor for any loss or damage from receipt of use. You are also
requested to advise us immediately if you receive information not addressed to you.
Although this email is scanned for viruses before sending, you are fully responsible for
checking this email and any attachments for viruses and we accept no liability if such a
virus is transmitted.

 

 

 

From:   



Sent: Wednesday, December 18, 2024 15:56
To: 

 

Subject: RE: RE: Staythorpe LVIA - selected viewpoints

 

Hi 

 

Are you able to confirm if it’s achievable to provide your comments this week please?

 

Many thanks

 

 

From  
 

 

 
llie 

Subject: RE: Staythorpe LVIA - selected viewpoints [Filed 12 Dec 2024 16:22]

 

Hi 

 

Hopefully you have everything you need now to provide feedback on the viewpoints selected for the
LVIA. 

 

Please could we ask for your comments to be provided by the 19th December so we can go back to site
in early January to take our winter viewpoint photographs?

 

Many thanks
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5. Feedback on the landscape and visual chapter 

5.1.1 Feedback on the landscape and visual chapter regarding decommissioning phase, value of visual 
receptors and mitigation.  





 

Subject: N241195 Staythorpe Carbon Capture Project

 

 
Thank you for sending the reports and appendices through, we have now reviewed them.
 
Thankyou for responding positively to the comments we have made in the past. It is noted that the
presentation of the baseline views and the corresponding photo montages are clear and very
helpful in understanding the development proposals.
 
We have a couple of comments
 
Decommissioning Stage
 
We recommend that a more robust approach is taken towards the decommissioning stage and
that it is addressed in the LVIA.
 
The assessment of landscape and visual effects during the decommissioning phase was
agreed to be scoped out through the formal EIA Scoping process which NSDC fed into via
DESNZ response.
As per scoping report we estimate that the impact on the landscape character and visual
resource during the temporary decommissioning phase would not differ substantially from
the impacts as a result of the temporary construction phase. As the impacts of the
decommissioning phase are likely to be similar to construction impacts, the effects on
landscape character and visual amenity during the decommissioning phase are likely to be
similar and not worse than the effects assessed for the construction phase. To keep
proportionality in mind and concentrate on likely significant effects we scoped out a
separate decommissioning assessment.
 
Visual Sensitivity Table 
 
There are a number of inconsistencies in the Visual Sensitivity table 12-5:
 

The PRoW that is part of the National Trail is referred to inconsistently - VP01 and VP05 are
on a National Route? but only VP14 is referenced to be on it and the only receptor group
referred to being on this route. Yet despite this they have the same value as the 'normal'
PRoW

VP01 and VP05 do not lie along the National Route anymore due a change in the alignment of the
Trent Valley Way. VP14 at Micklebarrow Hill now lies along the National Route.

Reference to regional value and Trent Valley Way was removed from VP01 and VP05 in
Appendix 12C.

 
The value of visual receptors was assessed in line with In line with Table 5 ‘Value attached to
views criteria’ within Appendix 12A ‘LVIA Methodology’. We stand by the reasoning for the



assessed values attached to views provided in Appendix 12C ‘Visual Baseline and Effects’.
 
All three views have some indicators of value which are important on community level as well as
detracting features (pylons, overhead lines, power station). Views are not across regionally or
locally designated landscapes. Following our assessment Table 5 for assessing visual value it
does not bump VP14 into a higher value category than VP01 and VP05.
 

Why do the recepotrs at VP06 have a higher value than the other PRoW users?
As per Appendix 12C, VP06 was judged high value due to association with registered battlefield
and conservation area. Also the proportion of the view taken up by detracting features is far less.
Therefore, on balance it was judged that VP06 has high value.

Wording added in Appendix 12C.
 

Why do the residents of Staythorpe, the closest community have a lower value than those
in Southwell? The recepotrs have a High suceptibility as well despite the componenets in
the view and the distance from the Propsoals. The residents of Upton have a medium value

VP 09 at Staythorpe was assessed to be of medium value due to presence of the power station in
the view.
VP 13 at Upton was assessed to be of medium value due to presence of Power Station and
pylons which are visible across the view.
In contrast VP12 Southwell was assessed to be of high value as there are only few detracting
features in the distance.  Again, the proportion of the view taken up by detracting features is far
less in comparison to Upton and Staythorpe.

Wording added in Appendix 12C.
 
 
Could this table be reviewed please
 
Paragrpah 12.5.3
 
At paragraph 12.7.2 the LVIA concludes that ' There are therefore no proposlas for further
mitigation measures to be imbedded wihtin the design' 
and at 12.7.3 it is set out that 
further planting would not be effective in mitigating the identified significant landscape or
visual effects during the operational phase at Year 1 or Year 15. There are therefore no
proposals for further mitigation measures for landscape and visual effects
 
Therefore paragrph 12.5.3 should be amended to remove the statement that additonal planting
will help assimilate the development.
 

Wording updated to:
Whilst additional planting as proposed within the Outline HMMP in Appendix 10C (ES
Volume II) is not likely not change the level of landscape and visual effects, planting
would help to integrate the built form of the Proposed Development into its surroundings
to a small degree. 



 
Thank you again and please give me a call if any of the above requires further clarification. I am
out of the office tomorrow and I am afraid I wont be able to take any calls but can discuss on
Monday
 
Regards
 

 
 
 
 
 

Managing Director

The Wheelwrights, Huddlestones Wharf
Newark, Notts NG24 4UL
01636 702152

www.influence.co.uk
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This email and any accompanying documents contain confidential
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notify the sender by return email and then delete the message from
your computer. We do not accept responsibility for changes made,
neither to this message after it was sent nor for any loss or damage
from receipt of use. You are also requested to advise us immediately if
you receive information not addressed to you. Although this email is
scanned for viruses before sending, you are fully responsible for
checking this email and any attachments for viruses and we accept no






