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CONSTRUCTION AND OPERATION OF STAYTHORPE “C” GENERATING STATION 

 

 

1.  In pursuance of section 36 of the Electricity Act 1989 the Secretary of State for Energy Security 

and Net Zero (‘the Secretary of State’) has consented to the construction by National Power plc 

on the area outlined in red on Drawing No. RWE/STYTH/ENV/0037/AP1 annexed hereto and 

duly endorsed on behalf of the Secretary of State, of a combined cycle gas turbine generating 

station at Staythorpe, known as Staythorpe “C” and hereby consents to the continued operation of 

that generating station and to the construction, installation and operation of associated carbon 

capture equipment by RWE Generation UK Plc (‘the Company’) its successors in title and 

assigns. 

2.  (1) The Development already installed comprises: 

(a) Four gas turbines and heat recovery steam generators; 

(b) Four steam turbines; 

(c) Two exhaust stacks, each serving two gas turbines; 

(d) Four banks of mechanical draught cooling towers; 

(e) Distillate oil storage facilities; 

(f) Gas receiving facilities; 

(g) Ancillary plant and equipment; 

(h) The necessary buildings (including administration offices) and civil engineering works;  

(i) A 400kV connection compound; and 

(j)       the Carbon Capture Development to be installed will comprise:  

(i) Four carbon capture units, each with a direct contact cooler, flue gas 

blower, CO2 absorber tower with a connected stack and solvent stripper 

tower; 

(ii) Carbon dioxide compression and purification facilities, with associated 

vent stacks; 

(iii) CO2 Above Ground Installation; 

(iv) Air-cooled heat exchangers; 

(v) Up to four electrical auxiliary boilers; 

(vi) Tie-ins and ducting to make connections to the existing combined cycle 

gas turbine generating station; 

(vii) Chemical storage tanks; 

(viii) Utilities connections; 

(ix) New transformers and switch room; 

(x) Water treatment plants; 

(xi) Surface water drainage system; 

(xii) Facilities for operations and management including stores, laboratories, 

workshops, and car parks; 

(xiii) Construction laydown and carparking areas; 

(xiv) Demolition of plant, buildings, structures and equipment; 



(xv) Landscaping and biodiversity enhancements;  

(xvi) Land-raising; and 

(xvii) Ancillary works as required to support sub-paragraphs (i)-(xvi). 

(2) The Development may operate at a capacity of up to 1850MW. 

3. This consent is granted subject to the following conditions: 

(1) Except where the prior written agreement of the Secretary of State has been given to any 

variation in design, construction or operation of the Development, the Development shall not 

be constructed or operated otherwise than in accordance with the technical and other details 

contained in the Company's application of 16 October 1990, as amended by the Company's 

Statement of Case of December 1991 (Doc.05) and as further amended by the details contained 

in the Company’s application for a Section 36C variation application of 24.06.2021 and as 

further amended by the details contained in the Company’s application for a Section 36C 

variation of [date of application]. 

(2) Until such time as:  

 (a) the Development is decommissioned; or 

(b) the Carbon Capture Development is commenced; or 

(c) an Environmental Permit is issued in relation to the Development pursuant to Regulation 9 

of Schedule 25C of the Environmental Permitting (England and Wales) Regulations 2016; 

the Company shall not, without the written consent of the Secretary of State:  

(d) Dispose of any interest in the designated site; or  

(e) Except for use as a temporary laydown or works area for purposes related to the 

maintenance or operation of the Development, or for other works uses or projects of 

a temporary nature, do any other thing or allow any other thing to be done or to occur, 

which may reasonably be expected to materially diminish the Company’s ability, 

within two years of such occurrence, to prepare the designated site for the installation and 

operation of the Carbon Capture Development.  

(3) Unless otherwise authorised in writing by the Secretary of State following a review of a report 

submitted in accordance with sub-paragraph (4) below, a “designated site” means the land 

outlined in green on drawing number RWE/STYH/ENV/0036/AP2 attached hereto where the 

Carbon Capture Development may be located.  

(4) The Company shall submit a written report to the Secretary of State within one month of the 

second anniversary, and each subsequent even-numbered anniversary, of the date of this 

consent.  

(5) A report submitted under sub-paragraph (4) shall provide information on how the Company has 

complied with sub-paragraphs 2(d) and (e) above: 

(a) in the case of the first report, since this consent was granted; and  

(b) in the case of any subsequent report, since the making of the previous report and 

explain how the Company expects to continue to comply with sub-paragraphs 2(d) 

and (e) over the next two years.  

(6) A report submitted under sub-paragraph (4) shall identify any impediment of which the 

Company is aware, as a result of which it considers that any aspect of the Carbon Capture 

Development is likely or certain not to be technically feasible. 

(7) Where a report submitted under sub-paragraph (4) identifies an impediment referred to in sub-

paragraph (6), the report shall state, with reasons, whether the Company considers it 

technically feasible to overcome the impediment referred to in sub-paragraph (6) above by 

adopting revised CCS proposals, and, if so, include such proposals.  

(8) The report submitted under sub-paragraph (4) shall state, with reasons, whether the Company 

has decided to seek any additional regulatory clearances, or to modify any existing regulatory 

clearances, in respect of the Carbon Capture Development or any revised CCS proposals 

previously put forward under sub-paragraph (7) in the period referred to in sub-paragraph (4) 

above, as appropriate. 



(9) Sub-paragraphs (4) to (8) shall cease to have effect at the soonest of the following:  

(a) the Carbon Capture Development is installed; or  

(b) the Development is decommissioned; or 

(c) an Environmental Permit is issued in relation to the Development pursuant to 

paragraph 9 of Schedule 25C of the Environmental Permitting (England and Wales) 

Regulations 2016; or 

(d) the Secretary of State’s agreement to do so has been obtained in writing.  

(10) The following definitions apply for the purposes of sub-paragraphs (2) to (9) above:  

 (a) “CCS proposals” means a proposal for the capture, transport and storage of the target 

carbon dioxide, which identifies the proposed capture technology, transport route 

and storage location;  

(b) “Environmental Permit” means a permit issued under the Environmental Permitting 

(England and Wales) Regulations 2016; and   

(c) “target carbon dioxide” means as much of the carbon dioxide emitted by the 

Development when it is operating at full capacity as it is reasonably practicable to 

capture for the purposes of permanent storage, having regard to the state of the art in 

carbon capture and storage technology.  

4. The Secretary of State in exercise of the powers conferred by section 90 (2) and 90 (2ZA) of 

the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (‘the 1990 Act’) hereby directs that planning 

permission for the Development be deemed to be granted subject to the following conditions: 

(1) In these Conditions, unless the context otherwise requires – 

“Network Rail” means Network Rail and its successors in title and assigns;  

“apparatus” has the same meaning as in Part 3 (street works in England and Wales) of the 

New Roads and Street Works Act 1991 except that, unless otherwise provided, it further 

includes pipelines (and parts of them), aerial markers, cathodic protection test posts, field 

boundary markers, transformer rectifier kiosks, electricity cables, telecommunications 

equipment and electricity cabinets 

“the Carbon Capture Development” has the same meaning as set out in paragraph 2(j);  

“Chapter 9 of the Carbon Capture Environmental Statement” the document of that name 

which is certified by the Secretary of State as Chapter 9 of the Carbon Capture 

Environmental Statement for the purposes of this consent; 

“commence” means the date on which the Carbon Capture Development shall be taken to 

be begun within the meaning of section 56 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 

other than the Permitted Preliminary Works (except where stated to the contrary) and 

“commencement, “commenced” and cognate expressions are to be construed accordingly; 

"the Company" means RWE Generation UK Plc, company number 03892782 and shall 

include its successors in title and assigns; 

"the County Council" means the Nottinghamshire County Council and shall include its 

successors in title and assigns; 

"the Development" means the combined cycle gas turbine generating station at Staythorpe 

in the County of Nottinghamshire known as Staythorpe C inclusive of the Carbon Capture 

Development; 

"the District Council" means the Newark and Sherwood District Council and shall include 

its successors in title and assigns; 

"emergency" means the circumstances in which there is a reasonable cause for 

apprehending injury to persons or serious damage to property or of serious pollution to the 

environment; 

 



“Flood Risk Assessment” means the document of that name which is certified by the 

Secretary of State as the Flood Risk Assessment for the purposes of this consent; 

“HGV traffic” means heavy commercial vehicles as defined by section 138 of the Road 

Traffic Regulation Act 1984; 

“Outline Construction Environmental Management Plan” (Outline CEMP) means the 

document of that name which is certified by the Secretary of State as the outline 

Construction Environmental Management Plan for the purposes of this consent; 

“Outline Construction Traffic Management Plan” (Outline CTMP) means the document 

of that name which is certified by the Secretary of State as the outline Construction Traffic 

Management Plan for the purposes of this consent; 

“Outline Construction Workers Travel Plan” (Outline CWTP) means the document of that 

name which is certified by the Secretary of State as the outline Construction Workers Travel 

Plan for the purposes of this consent; 

“Outline Ecological Mitigation and Enhancement Plan” (Outline EMEP) means the 

document of that name which is certified by the Secretary of State as the outline Ecological 

Mitigation and Enhancement Plan for the purposes of this consent; 

“Outline Habitat Management and Monitoring Plan” (Outline HMMP) means the 

document of that name which is certified by the Secretary of State as the outline Habitat 

Management and Monitoring Plan for the purposes of this consent; 

“Permitted Preliminary Works” means all or any of: 

(a) environmental, geotechnical, intrusive. archaeological surveys and other 

investigations for the purpose of assessing ground conditions; 

(b) decommissioning, demolition and removal of plant and machinery; 

(c) above ground site preparation for temporary facilities for the use of contractors; 

(d) remedial work in respect of any contamination or other adverse ground conditions; 

(e) diversion and laying of apparatus; 

(f) the provision of temporary means of enclosure and site security for construction; 

(g) the temporary display of site notices or public information relevant to the 

Development; or 

(h) site clearance (including vegetation removal, demolition of existing buildings and 

structures). 

"the Site" means the areas outlined in red on Drawing Number 

RWE/STYTH/ENV/0037/AP1, annexed hereto; 

“West Field Works” means any works to be undertaken within the area hatched red and the 

area hatched yellow on Drawing Number RWE/STYTH/ENV/0038/AP1.   

Capacity 

(2) The Development may operate at a capacity of up to 1850MW. 

Layout and Design 

(3) The Carbon Capture Development shall be constructed substantially in accordance with the 

following documents and drawings: 

Document name Revision Date 

Drawing No. RWE/STYTH/ENV/0041 0 24.02.2026 

Drawing No. RWE/STYTH/ENV/0042 0 24.02.2026 

(4) The commencement of the Carbon Capture Development shall not take place until there has 

been submitted to and approved in writing by the District Council a detailed design providing: 



(i) The siting, design, external appearance and dimensions of all permanent buildings and 

structures which are to be retained following the commissioning of the Carbon Capture 

Development; 

(ii) Details of colour, materials and surface finishes in respect of those buildings and structures 

referred to in (i) above;  

(iii) Details of new and altered permanent roads, parking, hardstandings, turning facilities and 

loading and unloading facilities on the Site; and 

(iv) Information to confirm that the foundation design of the Carbon Capture Development 

will not adversely affect groundwater levels and flows. 

(5) The Carbon Capture Development shall proceed only substantially in accordance with the 

documents, drawings and scheme referred to in Conditions (3) and (4) subject to any variation 

as may be approved in writing by the District Council.  

Reason: To ensure the Carbon Capture Development is carried out substantially in accordance 

with the approved documents and plans submitted with the application. 

Parking Facilities  

(6) Sufficient facilities shall be provided within the Site at all times for the parking, loading, 

unloading and manoeuvring of all cars, lorries and other vehicles associated with the operation of 

the Development. 

Reason: To enable reasonable and proper control to be exercised over aspects of the details of 

the Development. 

Construction Works Management  

(7) The construction of the Carbon Capture Development shall not commence until a 

Construction Environmental Management Plan (CEMP), prepared in general accordance with 

the Outline CEMP has been submitted to and approved in writing by the District Council. The 

methods of working and other measures contained in the approved CEMP shall be adhered to 

and carried out in accordance with the approved plan. 

(8) The construction of the Carbon Capture Development shall not commence until a 

Construction Traffic Management Plan (CTMP), prepared in general accordance with the 

Outline CTMP has been submitted to and approved in writing by the County Council. The 

methods of working and other measures contained in the approved CTMP shall be adhered to 

and carried out in accordance with the approved plan. 

(9) The construction of the Carbon Capture Development shall not commence until a 

Construction Workers Travel Plan (CWTP), prepared in general accordance with the Outline 

CWTP, has been submitted to and approved in writing by the County Council. The measures 

contained in the approved CWTP shall be adhered to and carried out in accordance with the 

approved plan. 

(10) The construction of the Carbon Capture Development shall not commence until a Site 

Waste Management Plan (SWMP) and Materials Management Plan (MMP), prepared in 

general accordance with the content stated to be required for these plans within the Outline 

CEMP, has been submitted to and approved in writing by the County Council. The measures 

contained in the approved SWMP and MMP shall be adhered to and carried out in accordance 

with the approved plans. 

(11) The construction of the Carbon Capture Development shall not commence until a 

Construction Noise Management Plan (CNMP), prepared in general accordance with the 

content stated to be required for this plan within the Outline CEMP, has been submitted to and 

approved in writing by the District Council. The measures contained in the approved CNMP 

shall be adhered to and carried out in accordance with the approved plan. 

(12) For the purposes of conditions (7), (10) and (11), “commence” includes sub-paragraphs 

(b) – (e) and (h) of the Permitted Preliminary Works. 

Reason: To enable reasonable and proper control to be exercised over aspects of the details of 

the construction of the Carbon Capture Development. 

Noise during operation 



(13) The Leq (1 hour) noise level emitted by the normal commercial operation of the Development 

shall not exceed 38 dB (A), when measured generally in accordance with BS4142: 

2014+A1:2019 at the façade of the Old People’s Home in Church Lane, Averham (SK763543). 

Such noise shall exhibit no tonal or impulsive content at the property in all weather conditions.  

(14) In any instance where a noise level referred to in Condition (13) is exceeded because of an 

emergency the Company shall within two working days of the occurrence provide the District 

Council with a written statement detailing the nature of the emergency and the reason why the 

noise level concerned could not be observed. 

(15) Except in an emergency, the Company shall give at least 48 hours notice in writing to the 

District Council of any proposed operation of emergency pressure valves or similar equipment. 

Any such planned operation shall take place only between the following times: 

Monday to Friday  0800 – 1800 hours. 

Reason: To ensure the proper control of noise during the operation of the Development. 

Biodiversity and landscaping 

(16) The construction of the Carbon Capture Development shall not commence until an 

Arboricultural Impact Assessment has been undertaken and a corresponding Arboricultural 

Method Statement and Tree Protection Plan adopting any recommendations of the 

Arboricultural Impact Assessment has been submitted to and approved in writing by the 

District Council. The measures contained within the approved Arboricultural Method 

Statement and Tree Protection Plan shall be adhered to and carried out in accordance with 

the approved plan. 

(17) The construction of the Carbon Capture Development shall not commence until an 

Ecological Mitigation and Enhancement Plan (EMEP), prepared in general accordance with 

the Outline EMEP has been submitted to and approved in writing by the District Council. 

The measures contained in the approved EMEP shall be adhered to and carried out in 

accordance with the approved plan.   

(18) The construction of the Carbon Capture Development shall not commence until a 

Habitat Management and Monitoring Plan (HMMP), prepared in general accordance with 

the Outline HMMP has been submitted to and approved in writing by the District Council. 

The measures contained in the approved HMMP shall be adhered to and carried out in 

accordance with the approved plan.   

(19) The measures outlined within the EMEP and HMMP as approved under conditions (17) 

and (18) may be varied during the construction of, and throughout the operation of, the 

Carbon Capture Development where any variations are submitted to and approved in writing 

by the District Council. 

(20) For the purposes of conditions (16), (17) and (18) “commence” includes sub-paragraph 

(h) of the Permitted Preliminary Works. 

Reason: To ensure appropriate management of ecological and landscape impacts and the 

implementation and monitoring of mitigation / enhancement planting and other landscaping 

measures during construction and operation of the Carbon Capture Development. 

Fuel 

(21) All natural gas for use in the operation of the Development shall be conveyed to the Site only 

by pipeline. 

Reason: To require the conveyance method for natural gas to the Development. 

Surface Water Drainage 

(22) The construction of the Carbon Capture Development shall not commence until a Drainage 

Strategy for the Carbon Capture Development has been submitted to and approved in writing 

by the County Council. The submitted Drainage Strategy must include a Sustainable Drainage 

System Maintenance and Management Plan (which must include within it measures relating to 

the management of culverts) relating to the drainage installed for the Carbon Capture 

Development. The measures contained in the approved Drainage Strategy shall be adhered to 

and carried out in accordance with the approved strategy.  



Reason: To appropriately manage drainage for the Carbon Capture Development during 

operation. 

Flood Risk  

(23) The construction of the Carbon Capture Development shall not commence until: 

(i) a scheme for the mitigation of flood risk during construction has been submitted to, and 

after consultation with the lead local flood authority, approved by the District Council; and 

(ii) a scheme for the mitigation of flood risk during operation has been submitted to, and after 

consultation with the Environment Agency, lead local flood authority and the relevant internal 

drainage board, approved by the District Council. 

(24) The schemes submitted and approved pursuant to (23) must be in general accordance with 

the Flood Risk Assessment. 

(25) The schemes submitted and approved under (23) must demonstrate that:  

(i) land-raising works will not extend beyond the area shown outlined in purple on Drawing 

Number RWE/STYTH/ENV/0039/AP1 and will raise that area such that it can perform the 

function of Flood Zone 2 in 2080 as determined at the time of submission of the schemes 

submitted under (23); and 

(ii) the associated culverts will be designed to the parameters shown in Drawing Number 

RWE/STYTH/ENV/0040/AP1. 

(26) The schemes submitted and approved under (23) must be implemented and maintained as 

approved unless otherwise agreed with the District Council following consultation by the 

District Council with the Environment Agency (or any relevant successor body with equivalent 

powers in relation to flooding in England) and the lead local flood authority. 

Reason: To appropriately manage flood risk for the Development. 

Prevention of Contamination of Watercourses 

(27) Any surface water contaminated by hydrocarbons which are used during the construction of 

the Carbon Capture Development shall be passed through oil / grit interceptor(s) prior to being 

discharged to any on-Site foul drainage system or public sewer or watercourse or soakaway or 

pond. 

Protection of Railway Property 

(28) The Company shall maintain a substantial fence, e.g. concrete post and panel, iron 

railings, steel palisade, weldmesh, adjacent to Network Rail’s boundary to a minimum 

height of 2 metres. 

(29) Any works undertaken as part of the construction of the Carbon Capture Development 

located within 15m of Network Rail assets require the approval of Network Rail, with such 

approval to be made within 14 days of Network Rail being notified of Development works 

by the Company.  If the works are, in the reasonable opinion of Network Rail’s Engineer, of 

a nature to require protection/supervision, the Company shall reimburse Network Rail of the 

proper and reasonable costs incurred with such protection/supervision. 

Reason: To protect the interests of Network Rail and for the safety of trains and passengers 

which traverse the Site. 

Archaeology 

(30) The West Field Works shall not commence, until a written scheme of investigation for 

the West Field Works has been submitted to and, after consultation with the County Council, 

approved by the District Council. 

(31) The scheme submitted under Condition (30) must: 

(i) be in accordance with Chapter 9 of the Carbon Capture Environmental Statement; 

(ii) identify any areas where further archaeological investigations are required and the nature 

and extent of the investigation required in order to preserve by knowledge or in-situ any 

archaeological features that are identified; and  



(iii) provide details of the measures to be taken to protect, record or preserve any significant 

archaeological features that may be found and must set out a process for how unexpected 

finds will be dealt with. 

(32) Any archaeological investigations implemented and measures taken to protect, record 

or preserve any identified significant archaeological features that may be found must be 

carried out—  

(i) in accordance with the approved scheme under Conditions (30); and  

(ii) by a suitably qualified person or organisation approved by the County Council, unless 

otherwise agreed with the County Council.   

(33) For the purposes of condition (30) “commence” includes “intrusive archaeological 

surveys”. 

Routing of Traffic  

(34) HGV traffic associated with the operation of the Development must use the routes shown in ‘Plan 

B-Designated Routes’ (approval of planning condition, reference 97/51916/DCO) issued by 

Newark and Sherwood District Council, and in any instance where, because of an emergency it 

does not, the Company shall as soon as reasonably possible provide the County Council with a 

written statement detailing the nature of the emergency and the reason why such traffic had to go 

via a different route. 

Reason: To alleviate the effects that traffic associated with the Development will have on the 

local neighbourhood. 

CHP Feasibility 

(35) On or within four years of the date of this consent being granted, the Company shall review the 

feasibility of Combined Heat and Power (CHP), assessing potential commercial opportunities for 

the use of heat from the Development and submit a report to the District Council. The report shall 

provide for the ongoing monitoring and full exploration of potential commercial opportunities to 

use heat from the Development as part of a Good Quality CHP scheme (as defined in the CHPAQ 

Standard Issue 7), or any subsequent edition), and for the provision of subsequent reviews of such 

technically and economically viable commercial opportunities as necessary. Where technically 

and economically viable opportunities for the use of heat in such a scheme are identified, a 

scheme for the provision of the necessary plant and pipework to the boundary of the Site shall 

be submitted to, approved in writing by, and deposited with the District Council. Any plant and 

pipework installed to the boundary of the Site of the Development to enable the use of heat, shall 

be installed in accordance with the agreed details.  

Reason: To ensure that waste heat is available for use to the benefit of the local domestic, 

commercial and industrial users when the demand arises. 

Obstacle Lights 

(36) The Carbon Capture Development must incorporate red medium intensity obstacle lights 

in accordance with Civil Aviation Authority Guidance CAP 168, Licensing of Aerodromes, so 

they can be seen from all directions by aircraft. 

Default of Agreement  

(37) Where any matter is required to be agreed by the District Council or the County Council 

under any of the foregoing Conditions that matter shall in default of agreement be determined by 

the Secretary of State.  


